
 Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

Sunday 31 May 2020 – Pentecost Sunday 

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle as you pray. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

Approaching God 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

What God has prepared for those who love him, 

he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 

For the Spirit searches everything. 

Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts 

to the Lord, who has prepared good things for 

those who love him. 
 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in 

heart. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and 

divided. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Listening for God: Acts of the Apostles 2: 1-13  

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they 

were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush 

of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 

fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who 

are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—

in our own languages we hear them speaking 

about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed 

and perplexed, saying to one another, “What 

does this mean?” But others sneered and said, 

“They are filled with new wine.” 

 

Thought for the Day 

In the weeks following Jesus’ resurrection, the 

disciples ‘met behind closed doors’ … 

something that certainly sounds familiar at the 

moment. There are similarities with the 

emotions they were feeling too - sadness, 

confusion, uncertainty, fear of what lay ahead. 

They waited - not quite sure what for, or how 

things would be different. 

Then on that day of Pentecost things changed 

beyond anything they had known, or 

experienced before. It was an extraordinary 



time - we hear how the Holy Spirit was 

outpoured in such a dramatic way.     

Some were amazed, some perplexed, others 

sneering and cynical. 

On this day, something remarkable happened 

… and in this gift of the Holy Spirit, poured out - 

to them, and to us … they received a sense of 

clarity, and were given a courage and boldness 

to share their faith.  

The disciples were being sent out, in trust, and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, given courage 

to bear witness.  

In the past few months, things have changed 

beyond anything we have known, or 

experienced before. Now things are beginning 

to change again, and we don’t yet know how 

that might look for us in a very different, and 

unknown future - as things begin to move 

forward gradually, and with monitoring and 

adjustments.  

We are beginning to be able to see more 

people, and do more things, some youngsters 

are returning to school, some shops and 

businesses are re-opening. Things will be 

restarting and reconvening … but in very 

different ways. 

But, we go forward, filled afresh with the gift, 

poured out at Pentecost, of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Peter stood before the crowd, and fearlessly 

witnessed to Jesus in the face of persecution 

and death. As he did so, God was, and is, doing 

something extraordinary … healing divisions, 

and bringing people together. Something to 

pray for now more than ever. 

Like those gathered disciples, we too are called 

to be witnesses - to proclaim the good news of 

Jesus, and to use our God-given gifts as we 

allow the Spirit to work in our everyday lives … 

we go forward, filled,  and overflowing, with 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Response  

Come, Holy Spirit,  

fill the hearts of your faithful people 

and kindle in them the fire of your love.  

Alleluia. 

 

Prayers 

Lord, as we rejoice in the coming of your Spirit 

to your church,  

may the gifts of the Spirit be revealed in all 

your people: 

and may we go out in the power of the Spirit  

to proclaim your love and your glory. 

 

Lord, touch our lives with your glory 

that we may reach out to others. 

Fill our hearts with your love 

that all may see the love of Christ. 

Inspire us to dare new things for you 

that we may encourage those without hope, 

Open our lives to your Spirit 

that we may reflect your praise. 

Amen. 

 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your 

mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those 

who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your 

love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of 
Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen 
Christ.  
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, may we go in the 
light and peace of Christ. Alleluia. 


