
 Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

Sunday 24 May 2020 - Easter Season 

(Sunday after Ascension Day) 

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle as you pray. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

Approaching God 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world 

and knows our every word and deed. 

Let us open ourselves to the Lord 

And confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Lord Jesus, you suffered a cruel death on the 

cross for our redemption, 

yet we have forgotten your pain 

and stayed in the realm of the evil you defeated. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you were raised from death to bring 

us new life, 

yet we have preferred the comfort of the 

familiar, 

and the empty promises of a sinful world. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you have ascended to your Father 

and our Father, 

your God and our God; 

plead there at the right hand of God 

for our forgiveness and entry into the fullness of 

his presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Risen Christ, you have raised our human nature 

to the throne of heaven: 

help us to seek and serve you, 

that we may join you at the Father’s side, where 

you reign with the Spirit in glory, 

now and for ever. Amen 

 

Listening for God: Acts of the Apostles 1: 6-14  

The Ascension of Jesus 

So when they had come together, they asked 

him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for 

you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority.  But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 

mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

sabbath day’s journey away. When they had 

entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 

where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 

James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 

of James. All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain 

women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 

well as his brothers. 



Thought for the Day 

The days between Ascension and Pentecost have 

always been full of expectation and anticipation. 

As Jesus ascended, he promised the gift of the 

Holy Spirit to enable the disciples to be witnesses. 

As they waited for the promise to be fulfilled, 

together with Mary, and other women - they 

gathered, as we hear in v14 of our reading today 

‘constantly devoting themselves to prayer’.  

And, in these days between Ascension and 

Pentecost, there is a call across the church to do 

likewise … to set these days apart to pray. 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a global wave of prayer - 

in which Christians around the world are asked 

to pray - that people will know more of Jesus in 

their lives.  

Thy Kingdom Come was launched by the 

Archbishops of Canterbury and York in 2016, and 

has seen Christians from 172 countries and 65 

denominations take part.  

Every year it unites us with our Christian brothers 

and sisters across the globe in praying for people 

to know Jesus.  

Perhaps, as we go through these challenging 

times, it may feel more important than ever to 

pray … to bring our circumstances and concerns, 

our anxieties, our loved ones, and each other, to 

God in prayer. In gathering together, though in 

such different ways and such different contexts - 

ways we would never have imagined just a few 

months ago! … and yet still gathering – in and 

through prayer.  

So, in these days leading up to Pentecost, let us 

pray that more people will come to know the 

hope and love of Jesus Christ, and that the Spirit 

will inspire and equip us to share his Good News 

- with our families and loved ones, our friends 

and networks, our  neighbours and communities 

- as we pray: ‘Thy Kingdom Come!’  

Response  

Almighty God, 

your ascended Son has sent us into the world 

to preach the good news of your kingdom: 

inspire us with your Spirit 

and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, 

that all who hear your Word 

may be drawn to you, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers 

Jesus looked toward heaven and prayed: 

‘Father, the time has come. 

Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you’. 

Father, may you be glorified in our worship, 

in our fellowship, 

in faithful lives and obedient hearts. 

 
Father, we pray for your children of every race, 

language and nation 

the hungry, the war-weary, the neglected, the 

rootless. 

Help us to see them as you look upon them. 

 
Renew your church and make us holy; 

a temple for your Holy Spirit, 

that by our worship, our fellowship 

and through faithful lives and obedient hearts 

all your children may be drawn to you. Amen. 

 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who wake,  

or watch, or weep this day. 

Tend the sick, 

give rest to the weary, 

sustain the dying, 

calm the suffering, 

pity the distressed. 

All for your love’s sake, 

O Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
May the Spirit of truth lead us into all truth, 
give us grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and strengthen us to proclaim the word and 
works of God. 
May we go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Alleluia. 


