
 Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

Sunday 20 September 2020 – Fifteenth Sunday in the “Trinity” Season 

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle as you pray. 

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; 

another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 

others will be refreshed.             Proverbs 11: 24-25                                          

 

Approaching God 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by 

the Holy Spirit. 

Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, 

all slander and malice, 

and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 

Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Spirit, you give us life and peace: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power forgive us and free  

us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit  

     upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent  

     in the fellowship of the gospel  

that, always abiding in you,  

they may be found steadfast in faith and active  

in service;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Listening for God: Matthew 20: 1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 

like a landowner who went out early in the morning 

to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with 

the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 

into his vineyard. When he went out about nine 

o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into 

the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So 

they went. When he went out again about noon and 

about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five 

o'clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing 

here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one 

has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the 

vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and 

give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 

going to the first.” When those hired about five 

o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily 

wage. Now when the first came, they thought they 

would receive more; but each of them also received 

the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of 

them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 

agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 

same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 

choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and 

the first will be last.’ 

Thought for the Day 

Perhaps it might be easy to relate to, and sympathise 

with, the grumbling labourers  who had worked all 

day - who had ‘borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat’ and yet received no more than those 

who had only worked for the last hour? 



When it came to receiving their well-earned pay, they  

had clearly hoped for more. They were disappointed 

and angry, they felt short-changed … how could this 

possibly be fair? Perhaps this parable that Jesus tells - 

comparing God and his kingdom to such an irrational 

landowner, challenges our sense of fairness? 

But what if we consider the others too? And what if  

we put ourselves in this story … imagining that we  

are those who were in the field for only part of the 

day?  

As day labourers gathering in the marketplace every 

morning - in the hope that someone would hire them 

to work, they all had the same needs, the same 

responsibilities - families to feed and provide for. The 

same worries of returning home empty-handed if 

they weren’t chosen for work that day. 

Each time the landowner returned, and they weren’t 

picked, their level of disappointment and anxiety 

would have increased, and probably their sense of 

self-worth decreased - as they watched the others go 

off to work. And so they would have waited, and 

hoped. 

What a sense of relief, and gratitude, they must have 

felt to finally receive the landowner’s offer, and to 

know that they would be bringing something home 

after all ... and then to discover it was a full day’s 

wage! 

At first, the story may well challenge our sense of 

fairness … but perhaps as we reflect more deeply, 

and consider all who are involved with more 

understanding, we come rather to see and appreciate 

the true sense of generosity and compassion.   

All that we have, and all that we are, is a gift from 

God ... and none of us can claim that we deserve 

more than we have already received.  

So, as God calls each of us to labour in his vineyard, 

let us give thanks to our generous God who, like the 

landowner, gives to each one equally as he sees fit, 

according to his infinite mercy. 

We are all called in the same way, and by the same 

loving God. Let us pray that we too will be generous, 

as we receive his abundant gifts with wonder and 

thankfulness. 

 

Response  

Loving God, forgive us when we complain or grumble, 

and lead us in your ways of grace, and generosity. 

 

Prayers 

Heavenly Father, 

every good gift comes from your almighty hand. 

All that we have and are is your gift. 

When what we have does not seem to be  enough 

help us to trust in you. 

 

Teach us Good Lord; 

to serve you as you deserve; 

to give and not to count the cost; 

to fight and not to heed the wounds; 

to toil and not to seek for rest; 

to labour and to ask for no reward, 

save that of knowing we do your will. 

 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Trinity make us strong in faith 

and love, defend us on every side, 

and guide us in truth and peace. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all evermore. Amen. 

 
May we go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Amen. 


