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While production of the magazine has had to be suspended, 
due to coronavirus, we are publishing below a shortened 
digital version of the September magazine with relevant 
articles. 

We hope it will not be too long before we can resume normal 
production of the magazine. 
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D ear Friends 

I don’t know about you, but it feels to me as though time is flying by! 

 

I’m sure it’s due in part to the fact that many things continue to be 

‘different to normal’ … as things continue to change around us we 

are still adapting - and finding new ways of doing things, and of 

being. And it’s so easy for time to become ‘blurred’ when we’re out 

of our normal routines.  

 

It does seem like no time at all though since we were looking 

towards the Summer months … and now here we are in 

September! 

 

We have all faced many challenges over these last months.  

And actually, I have to say that one of mine has been meeting and 

getting to know new people when everyone is wearing masks!  

 

But I am so enjoying being with you at St. Giles, and being able to 

get to know you all ... and I thank you all for making me feel so 

welcome. 

 

It certainly has been a very different Summer for all of us. 

For many there have been plans, travel, and visiting, that have 

been cancelled or postponed. Time away, or being with family and 

friends that we had hoped for that will have to wait.  

 

But hopefully there have also been many opportunities too … for 

some space, for some (strangely) gifted time for quiet, for thought, 

for reflection and growth.  
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After 30 years in teaching, September has always felt to me like a 

significant starting point of something new - at the beginning of a 

new academic year. Yes, this one will be challenging for many … 

for young people as they return to new ways of doing things, and 

for their teachers with the very real challenge of making these 

changes work, and keeping everyone safe - but a new start 

nonetheless.  

 

Challenges will continue for us all. But so too will our appreciation 

of so many things that we previously took for granted. We will 

continue to use many newly acquired skills and interests that we 

never knew we had! And, in the midst of it all, we will continue to 

experience an amazing ‘team spirit’ and care of, and for, each 

other - as we journey on together.  

 

There is a verse from scripture (Romans 15:13), that has given me 

enormous, and constant, strength throughout these past months, 

and which feels particularly appropriate for us to share now as we 

journey on together in faith and hope:  

‘‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

May we go into September - with its new beginnings and 

opportunities, filled with hope, and strengthened by God’s love, joy, 

and peace. 

 

Take care, 

Liz 
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The Friends of St Giles  

The 100 club 
 

 

 

The July Draw for the 100 club has happened 

 

As we cannot use Giles Coffee Shop for the monthly Draw we are using 
the garden of one of the Trustees, drawn by them in front of two 
witnesses. 

 

The winning number for the July Draw is 01. 

 

There are still some numbers available. Contact Janet Reddish on 01438 
820465 or Judith Coxell on 01438 820245 for further information.  

 

The Friends of St. Giles is run by a set of seven trustees and an 
administrator. There is a vacancy for a new trustee. The job is not 
onerous, four or five meetings are held during the year to discuss fund- 
raising proposals and the projects on which the money should be spent. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a trustee and would like more 
information on the work involved please contact Judith Coxell on 01438 
820245. 
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CODICOTE CHARITY 
Registered Charity number 206555 

 
 

FIELD TO LETFIELD TO LET  
  

 

  Small fenced grass field to let on outskirts of Small fenced grass field to let on outskirts of 
village village --  available immediately. available immediately.   

  

  Easy access from main road.   Easy access from main road.     

  

This rare opportunity to rent a field in Codicote is due This rare opportunity to rent a field in Codicote is due 
to current tenant terminating lease.to current tenant terminating lease.  

  

Previously used for equine purposes.Previously used for equine purposes.  

  

For more information please contact:For more information please contact:  
 

John Warwick 820639 

Dennis Linder 820264 

Gordon Males 821386 
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NORTH HERTS NEWS 
 
 

At the time of writing this it would appear that Codicote is 
out on the stage since the restrictions have been lifted.   
 
Building work and planning has started to recommence.  
 
There is a lot of movement in regards to development of sites around 
Codicote.  
 
The planned Expansion of Codicote School is due for a hearing within the 
next four to six weeks.  
 
The Taylor Wimpey site - I’m sure we will see a planning application in 
the not too distant future.  
 
I have been contacted by developers who wish to build houses on The 
Close just off Valley Road.  
 
We have recently seen plans submitted to NHDC to build nine houses at 
the rear of The Bell public house.  
 
The inspector is due to reconvene the hearings in September/October 
into the local plan which will ultimately decide whether developments 
around Codicote can take place.  
 
I am involved with the group of dedicated volunteers from Codicote 
behind “Save Rural Codicote”. Together we are working hard to try and 
prevent developments on our green belt sites. If you require more 
information about this group, they have a Facebook page or you could 
contact me and I’ll put you in touch.  
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Thank you as always to those who continue to support others through 
these difficult times.  
 
Please continue to support our independents who went out of their way 
to help us earlier in the year.  
 
The John Clements has opened up the inside and has set out tables to 
comply with social distancing rules and clubs have been invited to make 
contact about starting up again.  
 
Best wishes and stay safe.  
 
 

Kind regards, 
Ian Moody  
ianinthevillage@gmail.com 

NHDC Councillor for Codicote. 

mailto:ianinthevillage@gmail.com
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Codicote is on Social Media. Please check out our Facebook 

page, like and follow for the latest news on everything tennis in 

Codicote!  See you on court! 

‘Tiger Turf’ arrives soon! 

Our three hard courts will have a new surface 
soon. On 7th September work will commence for 
two weeks, on laying a synthetic, all-weather 
artificial turf. Much safer to play on in wet 
conditions and longer-term, kinder to hips and 
knee joints, Tiger Turf will improve the surface 
playing conditions for all. 

The Club has worked hard to fund the new surface and together with funding 
received from Codicote Parish Council, the LTA, North Herts District Council and 
the Locality Budget, is delighted to see this project come to fruition.  
Thanks also, must go to everyone in the community who has supported our 
fund-raising and helped to realise this project in whatever way; making cakes to 
sell, buying raffle tickets or attending tennis club fund-raising events. It has all 
been a fantastic effort! 
 

Half-price membership – still available! 

There is still plenty of time to play tennis this year and the new Tiger Turf 
surface is another good reason to join while membership is half-price for 
the remainder of this year! 

Finals Day approaches! 

This year, our annual Club Tournament got off to a 
late start for obvious reasons however, we’re now 
full steam ahead in the rounds of play and Finals Day 
is 6th September. Bar facilities at the John Clements 
Sports and Community Centre will be open however 
food won’t be available. Why not come along, bring 
your own picnic and catch some  of the action?  

‘Pay & play’ 
The ‘pay & play’ option is proving popular! It’s been great to see the increase in 
the use of court 3 and since joining the LTA’s ‘Rally Programme’ we now have 
nationwide visibility! To book please follow the link below: The cost is £6 per 
play for up to one hour with a maximum booking slot of two hours. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/CodicoteTennisClub/Coaching/Camps 

For more information on any of the above and membership details please e-mail: 

codicotetennisclub@outlook.com  

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/CodicoteTennisClub/Coaching/Camps
mailto:codicotetennisclub@outlook.com
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HISTORICAL NOTES:  A Mediaeval Tudor Codicote Gentleman 

 

During lock-down Codicote Local History Society has, of course, been 
unable to hold any of our public meetings and events, but we have not 
been inactive. In fact one of the rare plusses of this period is that The 
National Archives have allowed downloading for free of the digital 
images of documents in their possession. We have, therefore, been able 
to acquire copies of all the Codicote wills from the Prerogative Court of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, being all those residents who owned 
possessions outside the archdeaconry of St. Albans, quite a number of 
people. Now we just have to transcribe and analyse them all! Two of the 
three earliest relate to a gentleman and his widow, which makes them 
particularly interesting. 

 

In the mid-1550s Codicote was once more part of a Catholic England, 
under Queen Mary Tudor, following the death of the Protestant King 
Edward VI in 1553. A number of decades earlier – we are not quite sure 
how many –the market which had flourished through the later Middle 
Ages finally ceased and the village suffered a decline. A number of 
properties in the centre were left to collapse leaving gaps in the street 
frontage, which led to the village at this time later being described as 
“shrunken” – the gaps were still there until the late Victorian period. 

 

Just to the south of the village there was a large mediaeval house called 
“Hallwoods” or “Halewoods”, on the site of today’s Hollards Farm. Here 
lived Robert Hodgekin, gentleman, and his wife Isabel. We know a lot 
about both Robert and Isabel because copies of their wills are amongst 
those referred to above as having been preserved in The National 
Archives at Kew. 

 

In the absence of a probate inventory for either of them, or any other 
description of the house, we don’t know what their home was like. In all 
probability, it was a typical late-mediaeval house, long and thin, parallel 
to the road, with the main living room, referred to as the “hall” in the 
centre, and service rooms, such as a pantry (where dry goods were kept) 
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and a buttery (where liquids were kept), to one end, and a parlour at the 
other. There may have been upper rooms over the two ends at least – 
we know that there was certainly a “chamber over the cellar”. At that 
date a “cellar” was not a room in a basement, but a storeroom at ground 
level. There may have been one or two cross-wings. 

 

Hodgekin farmed a number of fields, probably including several closes 
(enclosed pastures) behind the house, which may have included one 
called “Perrycroft”, which we know he leased from John Penne, and a 
number of narrow, unhedged, strips in the common open field to the 
west of the house, known as “Cockerill Field ” or “Cockreth Field”, 
although we only know about one. This strip he had bought from a man 
called Astrie, and it was three acres in size, and so was possibly three or 
four earlier strips combined, given that most common field strips were 
usually just under a modern acre in size. In this region exchange and 
combining of strips started early, unlike in the Midlands. He probably 
also owned strips scattered in the other common open fields in the 
parish, Broad Balk to the south of Cockreth Field, Haydon Field to the 
north-west of the village, Etch Field to the north east of the village and 
Hayden Field to the east of it, beyond the enclosed lands of the Manor of 
Codicote. All the strips in one field grew one type of crop each year, in 
this area usually wheat followed by barley, and every third year lay 
fallow. 

 

He also owned at least one small area of water meadow in Cockreth 
Mead, presumably near Pulmore Water. In this vicinty is the field, now 
wooded, which was the original Poor’s Field, nicknamed “Labour in Vain” 
and which was exchanged for the current charity field, at the south end 
of the High Street in 1819 by means of the Enclosure Award. We know 
that he also owned further property outside the parish, although we 
don’t know exactly where. 

In the next article we will learn about Hodgekin’s family and livestock, 
and his will. 

       Nicholas Maddex 
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 CODICOTE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

The Society hopes to resume our monthly speaker meetings this autumn, 
although at the date of writing we are unsure whether this will be face to face 
in the Peace Memorial Hall or online, possibly on Zoom. If you would like to 
hear the talk please check on the format nearer the time via our website and 
posters or phone or email me (01438 821849 nkmaddex@btinternet.com ). If it 
is online you will need to register with me in advance to receive it. If it is face to 
face we will unfortunately be unable to provide refreshments, library, or a 
bookstall. Likewise we are not sure whether we can open the museum this 
month, or take part in the Heritage Open Days, live or online. 

 

The latest exciting scientific tool which archaeologists have at their disposal is 
called LIDAR. It is a form of radar which allows them to look for undulations on 
the ground surface relating to archaeological features under trees and 
woodland, etc., which might not even be visible on the ground. We saw last 
year what the system revealed about Kimpton parish and our meeting this year 
on Tuesday September 8th Keith Fitzpatrick Matthews, of North Hertfordshire 
Museum will show us what it can reveal about Codicote parish.  

 

The Society needs to keep its income coming in, particularly after the loss of all 
our fund-raising events this year, so please remember to pay your subscriptions 
in one way or another, even if you are not able to attend this meeting. 
Renewing members who pay promptly will be entitled to a reduction in 
recognition of the cancellation of two talks in late spring. 

 

For more information on Codicote’s history and the Society’s events, 
publications, and other activities please check our website 
www.codicotehistory.org.uk .         

Nicholas Maddex 

 

RON KIRK RIP 

Codicote Local History Society would like to offer our condolences to Ron’s 
family, following his recent death. Ron was our enthusiastic Vice Chairman for 
many years, and his extensive local knowledge and wise counsel was much 
appreciated. This was only part of his long and full life, though, as this also 
included time in the Home Guard and army service in the Far East at the end of 
WW2. 

mailto:nkmaddex@btinternet.com
http://www.codicotehistory.org.uk/

