St. Giles, Codicote – The Parish Magazine
As we are in lockdown at the time of publishing the February magazine,
with uncertainty about the future, we are continuing to publish the
magazine on line.

Please visit St. Giles Website regularly as there may be later versions
published if details change.

We hope that it will not be too long before we can resume publication of
the printed version.
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ear Friends

In my book, the current lockdown seems harder to bear than either of
the two previous ones. I think this is partly because it is now winter –
dark, cold, and uninviting to venture outside. And it is partly because we
have no way of knowing when restrictions will be eased. I’m hearing of
more COVID-19 infections in the locality than ever before, yet I am also
hearing of more Codicote residents being vaccinated every week. It’s as if
bombs are still being dropped, but more air raid shelters are being built.
And that doesn’t mean it is yet safe to go out! We have to render the
bombs harmless, or stop them coming! Before that is achieved, we have
to look out for each other and not grow careless.
You may know that in this third lockdown, places of worship are
permitted to remain open for private prayer and for corporate acts of
worship (services). This is said to be a response both to the actions taken
in making public worship COVID-secure and to the perceived benefits to
the well-being of participants. However, over 50% of churches in the
country have closed their doors to communal worship for the time being.
St.Giles is one of them. Along with our companion churches in the
Welwyn Team, we took the decision that it was irresponsible to open our
churches whilst virus-infection rates remained high.
This does not mean that the Church has gone into hibernation! Far from
it! We are holding Sunday worship online via Zoom, and inviting anyone
interested to request the necessary link. We are also directing people to
the services live-streamed on YouTube from one of the other Welwyn
churches. We are keeping in regular phone contact with the more
vulnerable among us.
From the middle of February, we shall embark on weekly Thursday
evening discussions on some of the other global crises we face:
homelessness, modern-day slavery, the mountains of waste, hunger,
refugees, and climate change. We aim to become better informed about
some of these issues, inspired by stories of hope, and more confident
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that by acting together (often in very small ways), we can make a big
difference to the lives of others. Details of each week’s topic will be
published on the church website. A simple email to request the required
Zoom link will enable anyone to join in. Although there will be some
biblical reflection on each topic, you don’t need to espouse a Christian
faith to take part.
The continued pandemic is clearly a major concern for us all, but let us
not grow blind to other crises in the world. And let us remember the
many people for whom the virus is just one more risk they face in trying
to make a living. And let us pray for them, as well as the victims of COVID
in the UK and the heroes of healthcare in our NHS.
Stay safe, keep praying, and may God be with you.
Philip

The pattern of worship at St.Giles is being reviewed regularly during the
pandemic. You are advised to look elsewhere on this (the St. Giles)
website for details of online and in-person services.
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I would like to thank everyone who
attended the virtual Christingle service in
December. The scavenger hunt side of the
service was enthusiastically received by
the children and it was a very special
moment to see all the Christingles alight at
the end of the service. Many thanks to
Codicote Pre-School and Codicote School for enabling us to reach out to
so many families with the packs of goodies. Thank you to those of you
who made a donation to The Children’s Society following the service.
Due to the current lockdown restrictions, I will not be collecting The
Children’s Society house boxes in February. I will be in touch through the
church newsletter and the Parish Magazine to let you know when I am
able to begin collecting again. I appreciate we all have far less change this
year than during ‘normal’ times. If your financial situation has not been
adversely affected by the Coronavirus and you are able to add the odd
paper note to the box, or make an online donation, The Children’s Society
would be very grateful.
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate
Please feel free to contact me for further information about The
Children’s Society, where your small change could make a big difference.
Emma Matthews

07917 411835
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The Friends of St Giles
The 100 club
The November and December Draws for The 100
Club have happened
As we still cannot use Giles Coffee Shop for the monthly Draw we are using the
garden of one of the Trustees, drawn by them in front of two witnesses.
The winning number for the November Draw is 75
The winning numbers for the December Draws are 14 for the £500 prize
and 27 for the £50 prize
There are still some numbers available. Contact Janet Reddish on 01438 820465
or Judith Coxell on 01438 820245 for further information.
The Trustees of the Friends of St. Giles would like to thank all the members of
The 100 Club for their continued support as in the current situation fund raising
is severely restricted.
The Friends of St. Giles would also like to thank everyone who contributed to
the successful Produce Sale held in December. Thank you to those who
contributed cakes and produce, those who bought the produce, those who
worked on the stalls and to Brenda Dovey for supplying the venue.
The Friends of St. Giles is run by a group of seven trustees and an administrator.
There is a vacancy for a new trustee. The job is not onerous, four or five
meetings are held during the year to discuss fund raising proposals and the
projects on which the money should be spent.
If you are interested in becoming a trustee and would like more information on
the work involved please contact Judith Coxell on 01438 820245.
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CODICOTE PARISH COUNCIL
Dear Residents
It has not been a good start to 2021, we are in lockdown again and there
are problems at the John Clements sports field in Bury Lane which we
have been doing our best to address for several weeks. However,
following advice from the Police and North Herts District Council the
Recreation Committee have decided, as a short term measure, to close
and lock the gates to the car park preventing vehicular access. For the
longer term, advice is being sought regarding possible measures such as
improved lighting and installing further cctv.
Unfortunately, there are problems with cars being dumped and antisocial behaviour. We are working with our District Councillor Ian Moody
and everything possible is being done by the Parish Council to try and
ensure that the sports field, an open space facility for all parishioners, is
as safe and secure as possible for residents to use within the current
lockdown rules. Exercise and fresh air at this time is so important for us
all.
If anyone sees anything untoward please report the matter to the Police.
It is so important that this is done so that they are aware of any
problems. Our PCSO is Stuart Stone (6435) from the Safer
Neighbourhood Team telephone 01438 757625 his email is:Stuart.Stone@herts.pnn.police.uk
Following PC Harding’s retirement our new PC is Clare Wallace (177) her
email is:- Clare.Wallace@herts.pnn.police.uk
Hoping for better times in the future,
Cllr Caroline Tinner
Chairman
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NORTH HERTS NEWS
Happy New Year
This is the first opportunity I’ve had to wish you all a very Happy
New Year!! I had hoped for a better start to the year, but alas we
find ourselves in another lockdown!
I have been working very closely with NHDC and the Parish Council to try and
resolve the antisocial behaviour that is taking place up at the John Clements
Sports and Community Centre. The Parish Council have been working with
partner agencies to find a solution to this issue. After taking some advice from
Hertfordshire Constabulary and NHDC, The Parish Council has decided to close
the gate at the Community Centre therefore restricting vehicle access only,
residents can still walk up.
I thought I’d give you a monthly update about what happened at the most
recent NHDC full council meeting.
One item was whether to give Stevenage Leisure Ltd (which manages North
Herts Sports Centre, Stevenage Sports Centre and Hitchin Swimming Pool and
Sports Centre) a bailout payment as they are in danger of going into
receivership due to the pandemic. The coalition run council have decided to
give anywhere between £3.7 million and £6.8 million over the next two years
which is around about 20% of taxed revenue money that NHDC get each year.
I have a real concern that an application will be re-presented by Ashill (CD5) as a
planning application in February as they try and get NHDC to agree the planning
application before the planning inspector comes back with his verdict on the
local plan. I will, of course keep you updated.
I hope everyone is staying safe, please look out for each other.

Kind regards,
Ian Moody
ianinthevillage@gmail.com

NHDC Councillor for Codicote.
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News From Codicote School
As the Autumn term progressed, it became clear
that we would not be able to celebrate
Christmas in the traditional ways at Codicote.
However, we were determined to make this a
memorable time of year for the children, so
together with the School Council, came up with
a number of ideas. These included hand painted
baubles for our school Christmas tree, a whole
host of angels and archangels for the trees at St.
Giles, a staff panto (maybe best forgotten!) breakfast for everyone in the school and
carol singing – appropriately socially distanced – of course. Then we started thinking
further afield…
We had all been touched by the sense of community in Codicote throughout the
pandemic, so decided we would like to share the love and friendship in the school
with our neighbours, and the idea of operation Christmas Card was born! The children
and staff were all up for the challenge of delivering over 1,200 cards and the work
began. Every child decorated a heart, which made up the main design of a Christmas
tree. We allocated streets to classes for delivery, with the help of Year 6 and their
meticulous knowledge of the roads around Codicote, and then we set off.
We were so appreciative of the feedback the children received. We were sent a
number of cards and messages, all of which were shared in our online assemblies, and
lots of people thanked us in the street – dogs even waved their paws! It was truly
humbling; from a simple desire to share some happiness and bring a smile to people’s
faces, people’s generous response back to the children was amazing.
At the end of term, we managed to have class parties and an end of term sing-a-long
with all of the children online, and then who should appear, but Father Christmas!
Everyone was absolutely astonished and very relieved to hear that we were all on his
‘good list’. It was a fantastic end to a very successful series of events.
We were all ready to start the term in January. On our INSET day we all attended
virtual training on helping to make learning ‘sticky’ – looking at ways of helping
children move new learning into their long-term memories. We then prepared to
welcome the children back to school the next day. At 8.00pm that evening, we found
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out via the Prime Minister’s speech that we would be moving to online teaching from
the next day. Children had gone to bed that night, all ready to see their teachers and
friends when they woke up in the morning!
The following day, it was all hands on deck to get learning packs produced, move the
teaching online and ensure that everyone could access the work and teaching we
were posting. Fortunately, we had the experience of the summer to draw on, and
knew which aspects of home learning children and parents found most helpful.
Teachers recorded lessons for the children to play back, everyone collected together
the resources the children would need to work from home and we started addressing
the issues of technology.
We have been very lucky to have received huge support from the Codicote residents
as well as our school families. People have been extremely generous - donating
laptops and tablets and offering financial and practical support. The Foodbank has
been brilliant in helping us with sourcing equipment and sorting out the technical
aspects. Thanks to everyone’s efforts, all of the children have access to some
technology and we are starting to provide devices where multiple family members are
sharing.
One of the things we have learnt over the past few months is the level of flexibility,
adaptability, resourcefulness and resilience that exist within our school and the wider
community. Although times have been challenging for everyone, we know that these
are the qualities which will get us through. We say to the children that wherever they
are, they are always part of Codicote School and always belong here. We look forward
to the year ahead, with hope and optimism, when our school can be together again, at
the end of Meadow Way.
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Well, what a time we are all having at the moment. We hope that you are
all keeping safe and well and of course sane during these difficult times.
We are fortunate enough to be able to remain open during this current
lockdown and were delighted to welcome back lots of
our children in the New Year. We continue to
regularly assess the situation and make all necessary
changes to keep the children and our staff safe. As we
remain open, we are still taking enquiries for new
starters at Easter and September. If you would like
any information, please do get in touch.

The children have all been amazing. We are lucky to have a great team at
Codicote Pre-School who make every day safe, fun and educational for
our children. For the last two weeks our topic has been ‘Winter’. The
children have been exploring different materials to
represent snow and different textures of goop - is
there anything better than goop? The children loved
building igloos and having lots of water play. They built
snow people from different shapes. Next week’s topic
is Transport, a particular favourite of my child’s and
the week after they will be looking at The Farm.
It seems such a long time ago now, but I must share
the joyful success of our annual last day of term
Christmas Party. As with everything it was a little
different to usual, but it was certainly just as much fun
as ever. There were lots of games to play; we did some
wonderful singing which we were able to share with
our families on social media and of course some
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delicious party food. The Big Man himself was even still able to pay us a
visit and deliver us some lovely presents to the garden as the children
looked on from inside.
We have been limited with our ability to do most of our usual fundraising
events due to Covid but we won’t let that stop us. The fantastic Alannah
Hebbert Photography did some lovely Christmas photo shoots and was
an absolute star at making it all Covid safe. The photos were brilliant. She
really is a talented photographer. Thank you Alannah! Also, another
thanks to the committee for organising, locals who donated prizes and
anyone who brought a ticket for our very successful Christmas raffle.
And finally, we would like to say a fond farewell and a massive thank you
to two incredibly dedicated and long-standing Committee Members;
Alice Barker and Emma Rice-Oxley. They have devoted so much time and
energy to Pre-School and had such a significant and positive influence,
they will both be sorely missed. We wish them both health and
happiness in all they do and if there are any budding volunteers in the
community please do get in contact. Pre-School would not be the same
without the Committee Members’ time and dedication.
Warmest wishes
Edel Ryding

Codicote Pre-School Chairperson
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HISTORICAL NOTES: “Eight Pence to the Poor Box”
In the previous three articles we gained an insight into Tudor Codicote
through the medium of the wills (kept at The National Archives) of
Robert Hodgekin, gentleman, and his wife Isabel, who lived in a house on
the site of today’s Hollards Farmhouse. Having studied Robert’s will and
learnt of his death we reach the point where his widow has to obtain
probate on the will.

Because Robert Hodgekin also owned (unknown) property outside the
jurisdiction of the Archdeacon of St. Albans, Isabel had to go up to
London, to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s consistory court, to obtain
probate, which she did on 19th October 1558.
She herself lived on until 29th November 1562, and was buried at
Codicote on the 29th of that month, according to the burial register.

It had been Isabel’s turn to compose her will in December 1559, which
she did on the first day of the month. She began “seeing the mutability of
this uncertain life, and now being in perfect and good memory and not in
good health of body”. The country had only four months earlier reverted
to the Protestant Faith, and she continued in a Roman Catholic style very
similar to her husband’s will, “First I bequeath my soul to almighty God,
my maker and redeemer, and to have the company of the blessed saints
in Heaven”. She asked to be buried in Codicote church “by my said
husband”, which is how we know where he had been buried.
Her first bequests were eight pence to the “poor box” in Codicote church
and twenty pence to the similar box in Knebworth church, to which she
seems to have had some affinity. As a further symbol of this connection,
Isabel gave for the “reparation” of the parish church of Knebworth (the
old church in the Park, of course) three shillings and four pence (a
quarter of a mark). What work was currently then ongoing, or required,
there? What was her connection to Knebworth? Had she come from
there originally? She also gave twelve pence to the vicar of Codicote “for
offerings and tithes negligently forgotten”, another reflection of her late
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husband’s will. Before the late Tudor inflation, these were reasonable
sums of money.
She then started sharing out her best possessions between her family. To
her daughter Helen Poleyn she gave a featherbed and pillow, a
“covering” (coverlet?), a pair of blankets, a pair of flaxen sheets (i.e. good
quality linen ones), and a pair of “towen” sheets (poorer quality ones).

To Helen’s son George Poleyn she gave a coat and two sheep. Jasper and
Elizabeth, Helen’s other children, were also to receive two sheep each.
In the next article we will learn more about Isabel’s will.
Nicholas Maddex

CODICOTE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Cold Christmas is a quaintly named hamlet in Thundridge parish just
north of Ware in East Hertfordshire. When long term residents reminisce
about past times there they refer to this practice humorously as
“swapping lies”. Emma Blower has lived there for a number of years and
has collected up these memories, adding to them with the use of old
photographs and other sources to produce a self-published book about
the social history of the area over the last century or so. She will be
telling us about her discoveries in a talk via Zoom called “Swapping Lies
about Cold Christmas” at 8 p.m. on Tuesday 9th February. Please email
me on nicholas.maddex@btinternet.com if you are interested in
attending and I will send you a link a couple of days before the event.
Non-members and new members are welcome at all our meetings for a
small charge.
For more information on Codicote’s history and the society’s events,
publications, and other activities please check our website
www.codicotehistory.org.uk .
Nicholas Maddex
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Friends of Danesbury and
The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital

With Christmas and New Year now only a memory we have had no
escape from the reality of turmoil the Covid-19 pandemic has taken on
the nation. With positive news of the vaccine however, we can start to
foresee our lives returning to something like normal in the not too
distant future.
For the patients and staff at Danesbury Neurological Centre and QVM
Hospital, and similar facilities which are part of Hertfordshire’s NHS
Services, the turmoil caused by Covid-19 has been very keenly felt.
Resources have been extremely stretched, clinical staff became poorly
with Covid-19 and had to take time off, affecting staffing levels. This is
where the support given by the Friends has been really appreciated.

The money that we raise – through our shop and by donations- enables
us to fund a range of ‘things’ which directly benefits both inpatients and
patients in the community. As well as funding equipment that the NHS
cannot provide, we have directly supported patient welfare and comfort.
The greatest source of income for the Friends is from our shop but, as
you all know, we were unable to open the shop for six months of 2020
which has meant a substantial loss of income. We are relying more and
more on other income streams. The trustees have had to start thinking
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‘outside the box’ to try and find new ways of raising funds for our charity.
If you shop online and would like to support us one of the easiest ways to
do so, at no cost to you, is by easyfundraising.org.uk.
We would like to thank everyone who supported our Christmas raffle and
Christmas Market, we raised £522 from the raffle, which was won by a
nurse at Danesbury Hospital and £283 was raised at the Christmas
Market.

At the end of December 2020 the Friends launched a new updated,
streamlined website which can be accessed on danesburyqvm.co.uk. The
instructions on how to donate via easyfundraising.org.uk are available on
the website under Donations. You can also easily access the Shop’s
Facebook page and eBay shop from the website.
To achieve our aims, we rely on your support.

Friends of Danesbury and Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital
01438 840514
Danesbury Neurological Centre, School Lane, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 9SB
Email: friends@danesburyqvm.co.uk

www.danesburyqvm.co.uk

Find us on Facebook at Danesbury Shop Welwyn.
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