
Welwyn Team Ministry – Reflections for Easter Week – The Resurrection Appearances 

Wednesday – John’s Pentecost – John 20:19-23 

An extract from the text:  

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

In school assemblies I sometimes like to try my hand at some cross-curriculum teaching, most of all 

mathematics. I often do this through the church’s year: Jesus is presented in the Temple aged 40 

days, so Candlemas falls on? ….. 40 days of Lent (add in Sundays or Holy Week) leads up to Easter, 

another 40 days and Jesus ascends, the disciples wait in prayer for another 10 days, meaning 

Pentecost is on? ….. You can throw in a bit of human biology as well: Christmas day is on 25th 

December, so why are we thinking about the angel today (25th March: Annunciation)? … and my 

favourite question for adults – why does the tax year end on April 5th (answers by email or post 

please)? 

But of course all this goes wrong if you follow John’s Gospel, for here the gift of the Spirit is not given 

10 days after the Ascension but on the evening of Easter day. Jesus breathes on them and gives 

them the gift of the Holy Spirit. The word for Spirit being the same in Greek as that for breath or 

wind – pneuma from which we get words like ‘pneumatic’. Another bit of cross curriculum action, 

and a headache for bible translators.  

Here Jesus also offers his ‘peace’ – something he will also offer to Thomas tomorrow, Thomas being 

absent this evening. This corresponds with the promises which Jesus has made in John’s account of 

the Last Supper – he will give them his peace (14:27 & 16:32) and promises the Paraclete (Spirit – 

several times in chapters 14, 15 & 16). 

And what a promise to us in these times! Peace and the Spirit of God. May these be your gifts today. 

What better things could we receive? 

‘The Risen Jesus appears to his disciples’ – 15th Century Italian painting 

 


