
This week’s reflections are offered by the Rev’d Dominic Holroyd-Thomas, Curate in the Welwyn 

Team. Over the next six days, Dominic will be exploring the life and writings of Julian of Norwich. 

 

Wednesday 

 

All Shall be Well 

 

What we are able to deduce from Julian is her joyful portrayal of Christ: even through the pains of 

his passion, it is because of God's unwavering love for his children that his son died on the cross.  

Julian's theological optimism is a stark contrast to the pessimistic theology of much of the Middle 

Ages, and in spite of living in the midst of significant social turbulence with a long drawn out war 

with France, cattle disease, and the black death, Julian’s optimism is unwavering. The plague 

reached Norwich in January 1349 and returned again in 1362 when Julian would have been 19. Julian 

would have been painfully aware of the physicality of death, for "the passing bell rang throughout 

the day and at nightfall the death carts were pushed through the streets with the cry of 'bring out 

your dead.’” 

 

Bodies of loved ones would have been brought out of homes and unscrupulously buried in mass 

graves. The churchyards were full, and the earth was piling higher and higher – a stark reminder of 

the (literal and metaphorical) depth of uncertainty and sorrow Norwich was in. The result of this 

suffering was the Peasants' Revolt. Norwich once again was in the grips of war. The rebels took over 

Norwich until finally the rebel leader, Geoffrey Litster, was caught, tied to a horse, and dragged 

through the cobbled streets of Norwich. He was tried before the battle-happy Bishop of Norwich, 

Henry le Despenser, and sentenced to death. He was publicly hung, drawn, and quartered.  

Centuries old institutions and patterns of social life were in the midst of decay and collapse. In light 

of this immense uncertainty, misery and violence, it is remarkable that Julian was able to stand 

forward as a primary voice of clarity and hope in a troubled world with her famous quote: "All shall 

be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well."   

 

However, Julian does not try to fictionalise the events of the fourteenth century, but she recognises 

that on that Great Day when we shall meet our God, God's will shall ultimately be worked out in the 

midst of all creation. Her unwavering optimism continues to teach and inspire Christians today, who, 

like her, find themselves in a troubled world, muddled with violence, fear and disease.  
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