
Welwyn Team Ministry – Reflections for Easter Week – The Resurrection Appearances 

Tuesday - The Road to Emmaus - Luke 24:13-35 

An extract from the text:  

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 

them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 

sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 

the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 

The obvious question to ask of this famous passage is ‘why did these disciples not recognise Jesus 

walking on the road?’ They were not of the twelve (and therefore when it comes to the breaking of 

the bread which forms the climax of the story, would not have been present at the Last Supper) yet 

they knew the inner circle well – an inner circle who were devastated by the loss of their Lord and 

Master.  

There are two obvious reasons. Firstly these were sane rational people who, like us, knew that dead 

people did not walk along roads. Secondly, on a hot dusty road one would be well wrapped up 

against the elements, probably including shielding the face. However the reason Luke gives is (v16) 

that God intervened to prevent them.  

Yet whilst it was perhaps not Luke’s intention, the verb ‘recognise’ in English can be used in another 

way. For instance people do not ‘recognise’ me as the greatest cyclist or male model of my 

generation (but they will obviously with hindsight). A better classicist than me will tell me if the 

Greek verb used by Luke ‘epegnosan’ can have that sense.  

But the verb does have its roots in the word ‘know’, and certainly as the story unfolds so the truth 

about Jesus is slowly revealed. And just like in our Sunday morning Parish Eucharist there are two 

basic parts: the opening of the Scriptures and decisively, the Breaking of the Bread.  

The present restrictions on how we worship have given to many an insight into the way technology 

can be used – virtual worship, prayer, meetings and teaching abound – often in brilliantly creative 

ways. However I do think we need to recognise that this is still second best, or to use the technical 

term ‘impaired.’ We cannot live the fullness of Christian community until we meet again around the 

same physical table, open the Scriptures together and share the Breaking of the Bread. Until then we 

are in a kind of Babylonian exile – we make the most of it, and keep the faith, but we also long for 

return.  

‘Supper at Emmaus’ - Caravaggio 

 


