
 Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

28 June 2020 – Third Sunday in the “Trinity” Season  

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle as you pray. 

Jesus said: “Whenever you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father 

who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you”. 

Matthew 6.6 

 Approaching God 

Gracious Father, 

in darkness and in light, 

in trouble and in joy, 

help us to trust your love, 

to serve your purpose, 

and to praise your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us 

by the Holy Spirit.  Let us therefore acknowledge 

our sins before God. 
 

Lord, forgive us when we put our own needs 

first.  

Jesus, lead us into life. 

Lord, forgive us when we choose to do wrong. 

Jesus, lead us into life. 

Lord, forgive us when we treat others badly 

Jesus, lead us into life. 

Lord, forgive us when we do nothing as others 

are treated badly or are in need.  

Jesus, lead us into life. 

Lord, set us free from sin,  

and teach us to serve you.  

Jesus, lead us into life.  
 

Loving God, you are merciful and gracious,  

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 

and faithfulness.  

Thank you for your mercy at work in our lives 

and in your church.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  

you have broken the tyranny of sin 

and sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts 

whereby we call you Father: 

give us grace  

to dedicate our freedom to your service, 

that we and all creation may be brought into  

the glorious liberty of the children of God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Listening for God: Matthew 10 vv 40-42 

(Jesus is speaking to his disciples): 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me.   Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 

reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous 

person in the name of a righteous person will 

receive the reward of the righteous; and 

whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one 

of these little ones in the name of a disciple - 

truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 

reward.” 
 

Thought for the Day 

Rather than skim through the passage above 

quickly in order to move on to this reflection, 

read it through slowly 2 or 3 times, and let its 

rhythms and repetitions touch you.   
 

The welcome of one person by another is 

mentioned six times in these verses.  Think 

about that for a moment.  The ability to 

welcome another seems to be highly-prized by 

Jesus.  He speaks of different rewards being 

given to welcomers in different contexts.  Even 

the offer of a drink of water to another won’t go 

unnoticed by God. 
 

Do we value sufficiently the gift of welcoming?  

Both the generosity that enables others to feel 

welcome and the gifts of welcome that we have 

received in our own lives?  How far do we 

recognise the humanity in other people - both 

what they might need and what they might 

bring?  



Both attitudes contribute to the sense of 

welcome that another person might feel.  

Where do you need to grow in reflecting the 

value of welcoming?  In offering welcome to 

others or in accepting the welcome offered to 

you? 
 

The long lockdown under the threat of COVID-

19 has released gifts of welcome in our society, 

as neighbours have looked after each others’ 

needs, and as care workers and medical 

practitioners have risked their lives to minister 

support and healing.   
 

May we treasure what we have seen and 

experienced of “welcome” far into the future, 

and build a better church and a better world.    
 

Response  

The King is among us, 

His Spirit is here: 

let’s draw near and worship, 

let songs fill the air. 
 

The Spirit’s anointing 

on all flesh comes down, 

and we shall be channels 

for works like his own. 
 

We come now believing 

Your promise of power, 

for we are Your people 

and this is Your hour. 

(from Graham Kendrick) 

Prayers 

Lord, you are with us as we seek to live out the 

message of Jesus Christ,  

to welcome, to heal, to comfort and encourage; 

you are with us when we battle against evil.  

We pray for the church throughout the world, 

for all involved in mission and outreach. 

Lord as you call us 

make us worthy of that calling. 
 

Lord, you have called us to work together.  

We pray for the work of the United Nations and 

World Health Organization.  

We pray for those in government, and leaders 

of industries. 

We remember all who work to strengthen our 

common life. 

Lord as you call us 

make us worthy of that calling. 
 

We give thanks for all who have called us to a 

knowledge of you. 

We pray for those who have sacrificed for us, 

those who love us, and those whom we love. 

We give thanks for all who have been examples 

to us, 

and pray that we may be an example to others.  

Lord, as you call us, 

make us worthy of that calling.  
 

We give thanks for carers, for home helps and 

social workers. 

We pray for all those who are suffering as a 

result of the coronavirus.  

We pray for all whose lives are restricted by 

poverty or oppression. 

We pray for all those who have lost any sense of 

vocation or meaning to life.  

Lord as you call us 

make us worthy of that calling. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
May the Lord bless us and watch over us; 

may he make his face shine upon us, 

and be gracious to us; 

may he look kindly on us and give us peace, 

now and always.  Amen. 


