
 Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

Sunday 22 November 2020 – Christ the King 

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle as you pray. 

‘The Lord sits enthroned as king for ever. 

May the Lord give strength to his people. 

May the Lord bless his people with peace. 

                                                (Psalm 29: 10b-11) 

Approaching God 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

close at hand.’ So we turn away from sin and turn to 

Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

The kingdom is yours, 

but we turn away from your just rule: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

The power is yours, 

but we trust in our own power and strength: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

The glory is yours, 

but we fall short of the glory of God: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power forgive us  

and free us from our sins,  

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to 
new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to 
the throne of heaven that he might rule over all things  
as Lord and King:  

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and  

in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order 

to worship at his feet;  

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Listening for God: Matthew 25: 31-46 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 

glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and 

he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 

sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then 

the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom  

prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that 
we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And 
the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.” 
 
Thought for the Day 
Imagine you’ve invited Jesus for dinner. How do you 

feel? Perhaps it depends on what image of God you 

have in your head.  

Our gospel reading gives us three images - that of 

King, Shepherd and Judge.  

Imagine Christ as King, what you would do to 

prepare for such a dinner? A red carpet, or at least 

beautifully ironed table linen? Crystal glasses? 

Finest wine? Would you look up protocol? What 

would you cook? What would you wear? How well 

would you dust? But also how do you feel - 

Nervous? Honoured? Awe-struck?  

But if you see Jesus as shepherd perhaps something 

more homely would be appropriate - shepherd’s pie 

maybe!?  



Would you invite friends? Or would you rather take 

the gift of this meal one to one? To enjoy his company 

uninterrupted by others, where you know you are 

loved and accepted? What would you talk to him 

about? What would he say?  

But if you see Jesus as judge - how do you feel about 

him coming into your home? Would you invite loads 

of friends to keep him busy and chatting so you can 

hide in the kitchen? Could you look him in the eye, 

when you know he sees straight through you? Is there 

any point tidying, cooking something swish, getting 

out the best china – when he’ll know it’s all a bit of a 

show anyhow? 

 So out of those three images of King, Shepherd and 

Judge - I wonder who you were expecting for dinner 

when you invited Jesus? 

But there’s no time left to wonder. The clock hand 

jolts to seven pm. This is it. He is here. For a moment 

you’re not sure you’ll have enough seats ... but you’re 

going to try... as the hungry and the poor and sick and 

the lonely pile through your door. Strangely enough 

they are people you’ve seen before. That elderly 

neighbour, the Big Issue seller, the refugee who 

looked out from your television screen last night.  

Jesus - King, shepherd, judge - he has arrived, in these 
people, and you realise, in them, that you meet him 
every day.  

 
Response  
Christ is the King! O friends rejoice; 

brothers and sisters with one voice 

tell all the world he is your choice.  

Alleluia!                         (George Bell) 

 
Prayers 

Lord Jesus, may we grow in faith and knowledge  

of you.   

Help us to be your body on earth. Where we walk too 

slowly, give us courage. Where we run too fast, give 

us wisdom to ponder. If things take time, help us to 

hold on to hope, and stay strong in faith.  

 

Lord and king, help us, your subjects, to be servants to 

one another, mindful that in imitating your example 

we shall meet you in the most unlikely of places.  

For our hands offering bread to the hungry, and drink 

to the thirsty are yours.  

And the hands reaching out to receive are yours too. 

The sick we take care of are you, and the stranger 

we welcome into our midst is you.  

You taught us by example how to touch the lives of 

others. 

Stir up in us generosity, graciousness in giving, and 

lavishness in love. 
  

God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ 

the King and to follow in his service, 

whose kingdom has no end; 

for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, one glory. Amen. 

 

God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, 

afraid or in isolation.  

In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their 

anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their 

light; through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

May God the Father, who has given to his Son 

the name above every name, 

strengthen us to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 
 

May God the Son, who is our great high priest 

passed into the heavens, 

plead for us at the right hand of the Father. 
 

May God the Holy Spirit, who pours out his 

abundant gifts upon the Church, 

make us faithful servants of Christ our King. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all, now and always. Amen.  
 

May we go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Amen. 


