
 Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

Sunday 15 November – Second Sunday before Advent 

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle as you pray. 

‘You will show me the path of life; 

in your presence is the fullness of joy 

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.’ 

Psalm 16.10 

God of our days and years, 

I set this time apart for you. 

Form me in the likeness of Christ 

so that my life may glorify you.  Amen. 

 

Approaching God  

(with the words of Nehemiah 9.17) 

“God is always ready to forgive.   

He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love.” 

Let us confess our sins to God: 
 

Turn to us again, O God our Saviour, 
and let your anger cease from us: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Show us your mercy, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your salvation is near for those that fear you, 
that glory may dwell in our land: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed.  Amen. 

 

Listening for God: Psalm 90 vv1-8, 12 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

    in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

You turn us back to dust, 

    and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 

For a thousand years in your sight 

    are like yesterday when it is past, 

    or like a watch in the night. 

You sweep them away; they are like a dream, 

    like grass that is renewed in the morning; 
 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

    in the evening it fades and withers. 

For we are consumed by your anger; 

    by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 
 You have set our iniquities before you, 

    our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
 So teach us to count our days 

    that we may gain a wise heart. 

 

 Thought for the Day 

This part of a psalm in the Bible will be said in 
many churches this Sunday.  It is a set passage. 
It is a reminder to us that although everything 
around us may change and feel frightening, 
God does not change. He was there at the 
beginning of time, and will be there at the end. 
He was there at our beginning, our birth, and 
will be there when we die. He is our one 
constant presence.  
 
It is very tempting, when the news is bad, and 
plans for the future are so uncertain, to look 
around us and start to feel anxious. But we 
should not take our bearings from the changing 
times, but from something permanent.   
 
Look out at what God has made – the seasons 
are not varying because of the pandemic. We 
had a wonderful spring and summer, and the 
autumn colours are fabulous at the moment.  
And we can look back at our lives – things that 
have been good, and times when we have 
struggled.  God was with us through all of it, 
even if we did not recognise him.  If you are out 
for a walk and get lost, it is better to look up 
and find a landmark and walk towards that 
than to look constantly at the mud at your feet. 



God has promised that he will always be with us. We 
will still have to live through challenging times, but 
the reassurance that God is with us will sustain us. 
‘When you walk through the waters I will be with 
you’  God says elsewhere. 
 
On Remembrance Sunday at the War Memorial in 
Codicote, we had the hymn: 
‘O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to 
come, Be thou our guide while troubles last, and our 
eternal home.’ 
Make this your prayer today. 

 
Response  

Father God, I love You. 
Father God, I trust You. 
Father God, I need You every day. 
Fill me with Your hope, Lord, 
fill me with Your Joy, Lord, 
fill me with Your peace, let your love flow. 
 
Prayers 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy, 

that with you as our ruler and guide, 

we may so pass through things temporal 

that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

We thank God for the rhythms of the natural world: 

for sunrise and sunset,  

day and night, light and dark; 

for the cycle of the seasons, 

the dying back in autumn, the new life each spring; 

for incoming and falling tides, 

stabilising rocks and shifting sands; 

for the continuous replenishing of life 

which goes on without our aid. 

For His constant watch over all creation,  

thanks be to God. 

 

We pray for the healing and harmony of all that is 

dislocated, broken, ruined, or out of kilter with 

God’s purpose: 

for countries at war with each other,  

or in the midst of civil war; 

for people who have been uprooted from their 

homes by conflict; 

for people who live in fear of attack; 

for people who have suffered abuse at the 

hands of others; 

for people who have become victims to a form 

of self-abuse; 

for children and adults whose safety is 

compromised by members of their own 

household; 

for those who have suffered from betrayals and 

broken promises; 

for all who are anxious, despairing, ill or dying 

today. 

 

We pray for kindness and compassion to 

become the guiding principles of our dealings 

with one another, with all God’s creatures, and 

with the earth itself. 

 
O gracious and holy Father, 

give us wisdom to perceive you, 

diligence to seek you, 

patience to wait for you, 

eyes to behold you, 

a heart to meditate upon you, 

and a life to proclaim you, 

through the power of the spirit 

of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

‘Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us, 

and prosper the work of our hands.’ 

Psalm 90.17  


