
Welwyn Team Ministry – Reflections for Easter Week – The Resurrection Appearances 

Saturday – Jesus appears to the twelve on a mountain in Galilee – Matthew 28:16-20 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When 

they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.’ 

This passage is well known by scholars and perhaps for reasons that might sow seeds of doubt for 

Christians. Luke, who continues the story in Acts, places the disciples firmly in Jerusalem at this 

point, and the command both to baptise and do so in the name of the Trinity, particularly to the 

Gentiles, is a new and surprising development for Matthew. Rather than spill for ink over those 

words, we might instead look at the doubt which itself features in this passage. It does so in a most 

surprising way. 

For we are told, that just at the moment that surely, finally, the eleven must have got it – here he is, 

large as life, standing in front of them, raised from the dead – some worshipped, but some (of the 

eleven!) doubted.  

On April 26th 1610 a group of 24 professors gathered in Magini’s house in Bologna to look through 

the newly invented telescope with its inventor Galileo. Far from being triumphant after this 

demonstration, the next day Galileo was apparently found in a foul mood, because far from making 

things clearer, no one could agree what they actually saw through the telescope (a substantial 

minority asserted that the moon was a ‘doughnut’ with a hole at its centre).  

The point is that when we see something utterly new, even in – particularly in – science, often 

people don’t see clearly what is there, especially when it is the last thing they expect. We are now 

offered fantastically detailed images of the moon and stars in childhood books, and most children 

will have looked through a telescope or binoculars by the time they are 5 or 6. So our brains are 

‘trained’ to interpret what we see.  

The appearance of Jesus was something utterly new, utterly contrary to expectation. So it was 

unsurprising that some worshipped and some doubted. But the story and witness of the early church 

and those eleven (at least ten of whom went to martyrs deaths, presumably not still doubting)  does 

not end there. After those first few decades one can of course doubt that Christ is risen, but then 

you are also at liberty to believe that the moon has a hole in the middle or indeed is made of cheese.  

 


