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Overview of the Parish and current use of the building
Codicote is a lively community with a population of around 2,700 (mid-2016 – Herts
Insight) who follow a mix of occupations. There are housing developments in progress. The
2011 Census shows that 66% of 2,593 are Christian, with 24.3% of no religion. There are 66
currently on the church electoral roll, showing an increase on the previous four years.
St Giles is a vibrant and welcoming church, offering Sunday services at 9.30,
Morning Prayer on Tuesdays, Evening Prayer on Wednesdays, and an informal café church
usually held monthly in the village hall in the High Street, but taking place via Zoom
currently. Under current restrictions, there is also a monthly Holy Communion service by
Zoom, and service sheets provided in print to maintain contact with those not online. Before
Coronavirus, around 61 attend worship including café church regularly, including 9 children.
The church is usually chosen as a venue for baptisms, marriages and funerals by
residents and others who have connections with Codicote. The village has a church voluntary
controlled primary school with about 240 pupils on roll which is being expanded for
additional pupils. St Giles usually hosts services for the whole school five times a year
(Easter, End of Year, Harvest and 2 at Christmas).
The main body of the church is locked when not in use for services and the prayer
chapel would normally be open, although is barred during the current health situation.
What is needed?
We need to provide hospitable space for young and old to join in worship and where
groups can meet comfortably and share activities and light refreshments in church.
For this we need a servery, sink and kitchen area with water heater, dishwasher, fridge;
a modern fully accessible toilet, pedestal wash basin and baby change; storage for children’s
activities, cleaning and flower arrangers’ materials.
We also need an improved vestry with uninterrupted space for quiet preparation before
services and secure storage for church valuables and provisions.
Well located open space is needed in the nave for wheelchair users and to improve
circulation of people before and after worship.
The proposals for Phase 1 - The Vestry and Welcome Area Project
To progress this we would remove 3 8 ft pews and 1 small pew from the back of the
nave and the wooden pew plinth, to level and make good or renew the floor, making use of
tiles removed from the new WC area. The old toilet, sink and partitioning would be removed
for disposal. The pews would be re-used for base kitchen and storage units. The safe would
be re-positioned. Drainage, electrics, plumbing to relocated WC to be partitioned and soundproofed with a ceiling, non-slip floor and low level air ventilation. There will be sufficient
turning room for the WC to be fully accessible for wheelchair users. 2 choir stalls to be repurposed as a servery cupboard for storing crockery. Improved cupboards for robes, storage
of valuables, robing space and a desk in the vestry.

Significance of the particular area affected and potential impact of works

The proposals to improve amenities and accessibility in the entrance, welcome area and
vestry will impact some items / construction of significance:
Phase 1: The Vestry and Welcome Area Project – impact on items of significance
i.
The PCC has fully considered the impact on the Victorian screen and plans have
been adjusted to mitigate the possible effects of steam and splashes, by repositioning
the sink and kitchen base units beneath the window. The screen will be raised by 100
mm to allow wiring and drainage to pass beneath. A sliding panel allows future
access to the screen and its artwork for conservation or replacement. The raising of
the screen will enhance its visibility. A positive outcome.
ii.
Air duct and ventilation grill at low level to the exterior.
iii. Drainage channels to pass into existing drainage through the vestry floor.
iv.
The removal of 3 +1 pews and levelling the floor to be replaced with floor tiles
removed from the WC area, will allow flexible space for hospitality, children’s
activities, wheelchair access, or additional seating for school services. A positive
impact.
v.
The wood from the pews will be re-used for cupboards. A positive impact.
vi.
‘Old dog’ bookstand can be put safely back in use. It is currently secured by a chain
to the radiator, which will be relocated. Neutral impact.
vii. Two choir stalls to be re-purposed for storage of crockery and for use as a servery.
Positive impact.

2 Choir stalls to be repurposed

Vestry Screen - Oak, C 1894, H219 x w.307 x d. 11cm - Erected in 1894 to form a vestry at
the W end of the aisle. In 2002 the screen was moved from the E side of the westernmost
window to W side, again to form a vestry. Bought by public subscription in the 1890s
(Vestry Book) a)Faculty papers July 1894 at HALS DSA2/1/295 b)FAC Jul 2002 c)ChG p3
The vestry screen will be raised by 100 mm to allow utilities to pass underneath with the
styling being copied over the adjacent doorway.
Subsequent Phases to include:
Phase 2: - Removal of blistered paintwork and covering with a suitable lime based
wash/paint
Phase 3 – Levelling of the porch to a wheel friendly slope
Phase 4 – Relocation of the Font and removal of plywood extension for sound desk

Why do you need it, and why do you need it now?
In normal times, the Parish Centre is well used and we are bursting out of it! With
current infection concerns we have given exclusive use of the Parish Centre to the PreSchool, who usually use all the rooms 5 mornings and some afternoons during term time; in
normal times weekly art and home group meetings take place, parish and church meetings
and occasional events such as church meals, cream teas and barbecues. We expect these to
resume post Covid-19.
Our church is at full capacity for Christmas and Remembrance Day services with the
wider community participating. It is not easy for the young or less mobile to walk to the
Parish Centre, sometimes in the dark, to find a toilet, and this may either be unattended or the
rooms locked.
Current access to the 1970’s toilet in the church is awkward, leading through the
vestry to a corner with a worn old sink, turning right through a badly fitting sliding door to a
toilet with a noisy flush! It is neither practical for young children, nor easy for those who are
less mobile, and pretty impossible for wheelchair access.
The sink is inadequate for hygienic washing of crockery or flasks. We have managed
to provide refreshments in church on occasions using polysterene cups. It entails carrying
equipment, crockery, jugs and flasks from the Parish Centre and boiling up kettles in the
vestry. We’d like a neat purpose designed kitchen area outside of the vestry, where we can
comfortably provide refreshments for smaller groups encouraging parents and visitors to stay
and chat rather than make a bee-line for the car park.
In refurbishing the vestry and welcome area we’d like to provide an uninterrupted
space for clergy for quiet preparation and prayer; and a safe space to store valuables in the
hope that this might enable the main church to be opened daily.
Justification
With an increasing number of new households (169 have planning permission and
there are other infill areas) in the village, and looking to a growing congregation we would
like to be able to share our church space in a more inviting and inclusive way, where people
are comfortable to stay and enjoy time and conversation together, finding confidence to
explore and grow in faith. With improved facilities we would increase use of the church
building and hope to fulfil our mission goals to GLOW - Grow in faith and numbers, be
Loving, Outgoing and Worshipping from the heart.
We’d like to bring more of the community into the physical space of the church, for
village days, concerts, school or special events. For over ten years, St Giles has run a coffee
shop in the village hall every Friday morning, as well as café church once a month. We’d
like to be able to offer the same hospitality safely in our church building, bringing villagers
and visitors to find God, encounter Christ and journey with us.
We really need improved, fully accessible facilities to be an active 21st century
church, engaged with our community and looking to the future. We appreciate your guidance
and advice and trust in your support.

August 2020

Additional Images
Pews for removal or relocating

8ft pews to be removed, the wood to be reused in cupboards and kitchen units.

22” pew to be removed
and reused as cupboards

Poppy head pew with
wands to be moved to
back of nave

