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While production of the magazine has had to be suspended,
due to coronavirus, we are publishing below a shortened
digital version of the May magazine with relevant articles.

We hope it will not be too long before we can resume normal
production of the magazine.
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ear Friends

I hadn’t expected to be writing this, as I am supposed to be on secondment from
the parish to work full-time on nurturing vocations to ordained ministry across the
Diocese of St. Albans. That work is still continuing through virtual networks, but
it didn’t feel appropriate for me to abandon completely the good residents of
Codicote at this peculiar time of social distancing and self-isolation. I have sensed
both in myself and in others a need for familiarity and continuity where possible.
So, I am still around and wanting to offer support where needed, although some
parish duties are being taken on by others. I’ve never been physically away, as the
Vicarage is my office base for the vocations work anyway!
One thing I have noticed with the dislocation to our normal social life due to the
COVID-19 lockdown is a desire for human connection. Connection with
neighbours, with shopkeepers, with dog-walkers, with anyone really whose face
we may recognise but may never have spoken to before. I was truly both humbled
and uplifted by the response from so many in the village who came out of their
homes to watch and encourage me as I walked the streets on Good Friday and
Easter Sunday carrying a large wooden cross. At that time, and since, I have found
all manner of people pausing in their daily exercise when our paths have crossed
so that we may have a conversation which goes beyond a brief greeting. We have
wanted to make a connection on a very basic human level. I have also heard of
people who live in the parish, but not close to the village centre, feeling acutely
the loss of connection because they are not making their normal car trips to the
High Street or the school at the moment. We are doing our best to stay in touch
(and to worship together) through the wonders of technology, but we are still
missing the gentler, touchy-feely aspects of human interaction.

Stay safe, keep cheerful, look out for God wherever you are today.

Philip
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CODICOTE PARISH COUNCIL
Dear Residents,
Such strange unprecedented times we are living in; all our lives have been
changed by Covid 19 and for some, I am sure, this change has been life altering.
Many people are managing well but even in our community there are many
families struggling. And yet, this dreadful occurrence has brought out the best
in people: support groups helping those who need a little extra help; the
Codicote foodbank; the Thursday night applause and the Easter Sunday sing-along; neighbours sharing food and recipes; a general feeling that we are all in
this together.
Parish Council activity has obviously been curtailed and face to face meetings
are not currently taking place, but the Planning Committee still has applications
to consider which we are managing to do online. Our clerk, Lorraine, is keeping
us all up to date via email; any projects that were planned have had to be put
on hold but, once this current situation has eased, we are poised to be back up
and running.

Keep safe and well and let’s hope that too many more lives aren’t touched by
this tragedy.
Warm regards,
Cllr Helena Gregory

The Friends of St Giles 100 Club Draw
During the Government lockdown, draws for the 100 Club have been
suspended due to the difficulties in holding a draw with witnesses.
Once lockdown is eased we intend to catch up with all the outstanding
draws.
We hope that this will be by the end of June in order that we may
celebrate the first year of the 100 Club.
The Trustees of The Friends of St Giles
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CODICOTE CHARITY
Do you know of someone, living in Codicote, who is in desperate
need of temporary financial assistance?
There have been charities in existence to help with the relief of

poverty in the parish for nearly 400 years. The historic charities
were brought together and registered with the charity commission
in 1962 under the name of Codicote Christmas Charities but the
name has now been changed to Codicote Charity.
In recent years, work has been done to regularize the
operation of this charity and the trustees are now in a

position to accept requests for assistance.
The freehold of a piece of registered grazing land is owned by
the trust from which it receives an annual rental. The trustees
believe that small grants not exceeding £400 would be in keeping
with the wishes of the original donors.
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News From Codicote School
As a child, I would listen to my parents telling me stories of life growing
up in wartime Britain, and feel truly thankful that these were
experiences which were not part of my life, and could barely imagine
how it must have felt to be parted from friends and family. Well!
Saying goodbye to the children, when the school went into lockdown,
was undoubtedly the most poignant time of my 33 year career; it felt as if we were
waving our evacuees off, not knowing when we would have them back with us again.
Having received the news that school closure was imminent, the amazing Codicote staff
team sprang into action. We had already had a staff meeting to agree how we would
organise things if the school were to be closed so had an action plan ready. As soon as
we heard the official news, we set to work. Alongside teaching the children, preparation
for home learning started at lightning speed! Packs were prepared for younger children
and online platforms were established for the older year groups. Staff worked late into
the night photocopying, sorting, labelling and writing lesson plans for lessons to be
delivered remotely. By Friday, we had most things ready, and had briefed our team of
‘Community Teachers’ (parents!) who were going to be joining our staff team! Pets
went home with children and staff and the new Home/School partnership began.
Each class has been provided with a range of activities related to Maths, reading, writing
and the wider curriculum. We started a daily message for the children, which has been
published on the website each morning. This has included a thought for the day, a song
and a challenge, to keep our school community in touch with each other. The staffing
rotas and timetables for our key worker children, who needed to be in school, kicked
into action and our ‘mini school’ began. Life for them has resembled 1970s schooling!
With a small group from Reception to Year 6, we start the day with a song and a story
and read through the daily message. Then they start the home learning activities, arts
and crafts, and long PE lessons and enjoy long break and lunchtimes in the sunshine.
With the wonders of modern technology, we have been able to have class ‘Hangouts’
where the children can go online to see and speak to their friends and teachers. This
has been fantastic and it has been lovely to see the incredible help and support they
have given each other. It is also very amusing to see some children working at the table
in their school uniform at home, at 9.00 a.m. and some still in their pyjamas, speaking to
us from their beds! We have also received some amazing work, and watching the video
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clips of them cooking, dancing, taking part in talent shows and seeing the beautiful art
and history work they have completed has brought joy to our days.
The staff regularly say how fortunate we feel to work in such a fantastic community,
with incredible children and families and colleagues we love. This experience has
reminded us again, of the uniqueness of Codicote School and our wider Codicote
Community. We have loved seeing the pictures of Philip carrying our school cross
through the village and watching the video of Codicote singing ‘Amazing Grace’. Every
day we feel proud of our children for the way they are managing such an unusual time
in their lives, with grace, humour and positivity, and are humbled by the work our
parents and former pupils are doing to make a difference – in their usual jobs and in the
emergency roles they have stepped up to do.
We have all learnt new skills and to re-evaluate what matters. Being part of a such a
significant period in our country’s history has been an interesting experience for us all.
We cannot wait until our children return through the school gates and have started
planning lots of fun and exciting activities to celebrate. The future holds such promise,
and every day is a step closer to our school being back to live, laugh and learn together
again.

Mrs Liz Pollard
Headteacher, Codicote School
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Dear Codicote Parish,
It is strange times we still find ourselves in. However, it is times like this we are so
thankful to be part of such a wonderful community. Codicote has put together a
Foodbank, a street sing-along, clapping each week that can be heard from the
neighbouring villages and support for each other that is truly heart warming.
The Pre-School may have had to close its doors for the duration of the lockdown but we
are still actively trying to do our part to be present for parents and make the most of the
time we have been given.
At present, we are working our way through all the many to-do lists we never usually get
round to! The planning sheets for the next year look incredible and all staff are now up to
date with all the training they should ever need. It’s safe to say your children will be
returning to a very exciting setting!
We have also reviewed how we can help parents during this time. Wanting to support
parents as they try and reduce screen time (where possible), we are now producing an
action packed weekly email filled with work sheets, staff lead video story times (which
can be used as and when quiet time is needed) and some creative activities following our
weekly theme that can be done at home with the things around you. We understand
resources and patience for all things are running low so we have also raided the PreSchool cupboards (and our own) and will continue to produce weekly physical resource
packs, delivered to families’ doors, filled with lots of craft materials and additional
supplies to help bring these activities to life and extend play for as long as possible.
We really do understand it is both a blessing and burden to have children of Pre-School
age in lockdown. Maternity and Paternity leave is over so fast and they grow so quickly
so to be given this opportunity to enjoy the cuddles and imaginative play they still enjoy
is wonderful. To also have this time without the pull of school runs and getting about is a
gift that in years to come you will look back on and cherish. The reality is though, we are
all trying to treasure these moments whilst juggling other children, home-schooling, the
endless meals whilst also trying to work from home not to mention managing our own
fears about the virus around us and all without the support of the friends and family we
usually rely on.
We know this is not easy but you are doing great. The little ones’ attention spans may be
short but so is their memory for the mundane things in life. So rest when you can, take
advantage of this glorious unprecedented weather and hold onto those precious cuddles
as much as you can. The Pre-School phone is on and we are always at the end of an
email if you need us. We are all in this together and we are here for you.
Stay safe and keep trying your best.
The Pre-School Team
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HISTORICAL NOTES: Incidents on the Road
During the winter I discussed some of the entries in the 1820s and 30s Codicote diary of
Thomas Bigg of the Bull Inn relating to transport on the turnpike road through the
village. I’m now going to pick out a few more entries relating to incidents on this
highway.
On December 5th 1822 we read that “I informed Mr Farr of Hatfield of the cruelty of the
driver of his team in passing through Codicote.” Clearly Bigg was an early example of
someone caring for animal welfare. Have you ever noticed the “Please slacken your
horse’s reins” sign at the foot of Welwyn Hill?
In 1826 on December the 7th he records what sadly may not have been an uncommon
accident “Jos Bigg had his leg broken by a fall from the cart & the wheel going over it”.
I’m not sure if this was a relative. There were many Joseph Biggs in the area over the
centuries, often corn millers.
The following year, 1827, on June 14 th we read about another accident “A man in the
employ of Pope & son was run over in the road between this & Welwyn & his arm
broken, occasioned by falling from the shaft on which he was riding.” Bigg later adds
“afterwards I heard he was not riding on the shaft.” The shaft was the wooden pole
connecting the cart of waggon to the horse’s harness, etc. “Pope & son” sounds like a
firm, although whether a shop, manufactory or carrier I don’t know.
Later that year he is relieved that an incident to his own family had not been worse “Nov
28 My sister Sarah & Mary Ilott returning from Hitchin in a light Cart driven by J.F. &
he by accident snatching the bridle off they was carried at a rapid rate towards Hitchin &
by all expected to be killed. Howbeit they returned safe, thank God”. Travel by horse,
whether it were on horseback or in a vehicle, always had its risks.
If you were taken ill while riding it could be serious, although the horse was not then at
fault, of course. On August 23rd 1828 we learn “A Gentleman in company with The
Revd. S.J. Knight & others fell from his horse in a fit, it was supposed, and soon
afterwards died. The accident happened on the road to Welwyn, of the name of-Sir
Henry Torsens KGB”.
The steep hill down to Pulmore Water from St. Albans Road has probably caused more
than its fair share of casualties over the years, and Bigg records two such in 1828 and
1832. “Oct 17 1828 A man was hurt by a cart, I think the wheel passed over him. He &
the cart too was going to Wheathampstead. Was thrown from the Cart & so severely hurt
that he died a short time afterwards.”
Then in 1832 “June 2. A man was killed by the Waggon he was driving going down
Poolmore water hill towards Wheathampstead. The Waggon was Mr Sutton's.” Again we
don’t know who “Mr. Sutton was”.
Codicote Local History Society has sadly had to abandon our planned events this spring,
including speaker meetings, exhibitions, and museum openings, but we have been
posting snippets of local history on the “We Love Codicote” Facebook page if you would
like to see more about the parish’s past. We look forward to getting back to normal as
soon as it is safe and legal to do so. For more information on Codicote’s history and the
society’s events, publications, and other activities please check our website
www.codicotehistory.org.uk .
Nicholas Maddex
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Friends of Danesbury and
The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital
Our shop in Welwyn, which is, of course, our main source of income, remains shut until
further notice, although we have already begun to prepare a plan for how we can reopen the shop in a controlled and safe manner, as soon as we are legally able to do so.
Even though the shop is closed, we felt that it was important that the window display
provided some cheer to those who might pass by and we are again indebted to Georgia
Shaw and her husband for the fabulous display, featured below, themed on the 75 th
Anniversary of VE Day.
The work done by the wonderful staff in both the
Danesbury Neurological Rehabilitation Centre and
the Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital has never
been more important than it is at present. They
have had to make room for additional patients,
some suffering from Covid-19, and the continued
pressure on them is intense. At their request, the
charity has been providing fresh fruit, cakes and
chocolates to the staff each week and we will, of
course, respond to other requests, as and when they arise. If you would like to support
the work of the charity, do please visit the following link on our website for ways to
send us donations:
https://www.danesburyqvm.co.uk/donations/
As an additional method of fund-raising, the charity has registered with
www.easyfundraising.org. The way that this works is that you create your own account
with them and then use their site as a ‘portal’ to access a vast range of participating
online retailers. Then, when you make a purchase – which costs you no more than it
normally would – the retailer passes a small percentage of the cost to us. The amounts
are not huge but they all add up!
The Trustees Meeting on 22 April marked the last direct involvement of Charles
Richardson as a trustee. After 14 years of service to the charity, Charles has decided to
step down and we wish him all the best in his ‘retirement’. Over the years the charity
has been indebted to him for his hard work, attention to detail, and indefatigability. His
contribution to our work will be missed. If you think that involvement in the charity is
something where you could make a valuable contribution, do please get in touch with
us.
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CPRE Hertfordshire
Awards 2020
Mudlarks, Community Award 2019

We want to recognise those who work so hard to protect, promote and
enhance towns or villages and/or the surrounding countryside to make
them better places to live, work, go to school or enjoy for today and
tomorrow and to celebrate their efforts. For example; charities, informal
groups, events, businesses and individuals of all ages.
“It is great to see individuals and groups receiving recognition for their
work and contribution to the community” Cllr Jeff Jones.
There is a lot happening across Hertfordshire and we would love you to
nominate, or to spread the word by telling others about the awards. We
are happy to receive self-nominations.

For more information contact gill@cpreherts.org.uk
To make a nomination just download a form from our website
www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards and return it to us.
Closing date: 31 May 2020

