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digital version of the July/August magazine with relevant 
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We hope it will not be too long before we can resume normal 
production of the magazine. 
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D ear Friends 

COVID-19 has affected all our lives and continues to do so. One effect of 
the pandemic has been to delay the appointment of a colleague to share 
with me in the work I do for the Diocese of St.Albans. This work is all 
about helping men and women to discern whether God is calling them into 
ordained ministry within the Church. We have a steady stream of people 
responding, and we don’t want to hold any of them up!  Normally, I do 
this work 50% of my time, and spend the other 50% as vicar of St.Giles, 
serving the parish of Codicote. But with the continued absence of a 
colleague, my secondment to full-time vocations work is being extended 
until the end of October. I am delighted to say that the Revd Liz Lavelle 
has agreed to cover the ministry that I would normally perform in the 
parish for the next few months. I am confident that you will make her 
welcome.  Philip 
 
Liz introduces herself: 
 
Dear All 
 
I am looking forward, very much, to being with you at St Giles during the 
next few months. Thank you to all who have been so welcoming as we’ve 
met in recent weeks ‘over Zoom’ and now, as restrictions ease, and doors 
re-open, it will be great to get to know you in person!     
 
If we haven’t already met … hello, I’m Liz!    
 
I’m married to John, and mum of 2 wonderful children (now young 
adults), and we live in Hatfield - where I have lived for most of my life. 
 
Having spent 30 years in secondary school teaching (27 as a Head of 
Music), I was ordained in 2016. I have spent the last 4 years very happily 
serving my curacy in the wonderful parish of St Francis in Welwyn 
Garden City, from which I now move on, to join you here for the next few 
months during Philip’s extended secondment to full-time DDO Vocations 
work.  
 
I am sure that ‘change’ is something that feels very real, and probably 
fairly challenging, for all of us at the moment. 
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Life has changed in so many ways from what, until recently, we might 
have called ‘normal’. As lockdown eases, things are beginning to return 
… in terms of work, social interaction, seeing more family and friends, 
celebrating our church doors being open again. Positive, and encouraging 
steps forward, but all in a different way - and all very much within the 
context of that challenge of ‘change’ as we journey on into further 
uncharted waters - towards what is now often referred to as ‘a new 
normal’ whatever that may be, and whatever it may hold. And change 
isn’t easy! 
 
In times of challenge, there is much reassurance to be found within the 
Psalms … where every emotion is covered, from grief and despair to joy 
and thanksgiving. They are sometimes challenging, sometimes hard to 
grasp and understand, but they certainly ‘say it as it is’! Songs and prayers 
to express the full range of honest human emotions. Words that have been 
sung and prayed for thousands of years … ancient words which speak so 
pertinently to our lives today.  
 
I find great strength from Psalm 16 – a ‘Song of Trust and Security in 
God’. In v.8 we hear: ‘I have set the Lord always before me; he is at my 
right hand; I shall not fall’ (or in some translations ‘I shall not be 
shaken’). Words of reassurance.  
And in the final verse: ‘You show me the path of life. In your presence 
there is fullness of joy’.  
 
These are times of change, but with God at the heart and centre - in all 
things and every situation, we journey on with the promise of his 
guidance, care and protection.  
 
Liz     
(You can contact me: tel: 07803 601162  
or email: revliz@stgiles-church.org.uk)    
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The Friends of St Giles  

The 100 club 
 

 

The June Draw for the 100 club has happened 

 

As we cannot use Giles Coffee Shop for the monthly Draw we 
are using the garden of one of the Trustees, drawn by them in 
front of two witnesses. 

 

In June there were two prizes in the 100 club 

 

The winning number for £50 in the June Draw is 53 

 

The winning number for £100 in the June Draw is 63 

 

The next draw to be held is for July, numbers are still available, 
there will be one prize of £50. Contact Janet Reddish on 01438 
820465 or Judith Coxell on  01438 820245 for further 
information. 

 

The Friends are still in need of a new trustee. The job is not 
onerous, four or five meetings are held during the year to 
discuss fund raising proposals and the projects on which the 
money should be spent. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a trustee and would like more 
information on the work involved please contact  Judith Coxell 
on 01438 820245. 
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Bellringing    --  (or not!) 
 

 

Bellringing has been allowed to resume 
under guidelines issued by the Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringing regarding social distancing etc. 

 

This might make it possible in cases where the bells are rung 
from the ground floor but in our case where we ring upstairs it 
is almost unworkable. The main reasons are lack of ventilation 
on the staircase and in the ringing chamber. Therefore, we 
must await further relaxation of the procedures before we can 
resume ringing on a meaningful basis. 

 

However, if you are interested in bells or bellringing, it would 
be possible to organise visits to the bells and for me explain 
what it is all about. This would have to be limited either to one 
person at a time or more than one if they are from the same 
household.  

 

Chris Coxell 

(Tel: 01438 820245)  

Tel:01
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CODICOTE CHARITY 

Do you know of someone, living in Codicote, who is in desperate 

need of temporary financial assistance? 

There have been charities in existence to help with the relief of 

poverty in the parish for nearly 400 years. The historic charities were 

brought together and registered with the charity commission in 1962 

under the name of Codicote Christmas Charities but the name has 

now been changed to Codicote Charity. 

In recent years, work has been done to regularize the operation 

of this charity and the trustees are now in a position to accept 

requests for assistance. 

The freehold of a piece of registered grazing land is owned by the 

trust from which it receives an annual rental. The trustees believe 

that small grants not exceeding £400 would be in keeping with the 

wishes of the original donors. 
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NORTH HERTS NEWS 
 
Just a quick update from me this month ...... 
 
North Herts District Council has been in contact with the inspector who 
is looking at the local plan.  
 
There is a strong possibility that the local plan will be heard virtually in early September 
so please watch this space for updates and how to get involved.  
 
HCC are pushing on with their Planning Application to expand Codicote School, which if 
granted permission will encourage the sites allocated for development to start pushing 
for planning permission.  
 
Lots of you are still doing so much for others to get through this pandemic. Thank you 
for all pulling together as a wonderful community.  
 
I’d like to thank the continued efforts of Codicote food bank who are still supporting 
families within the village during these difficult times.  
 
Also, a special Thank You needs to go Kerry Page, a local mum who started Codicote’s 
very own “Henry rock snake” around the village green. I think at last count it was over 
470 rocks - all individually painted by residents of Codicote. My boys certainly enjoyed 
painting and delivering their rocks.  
 
No Village Day this year, but a super Scarecrow walk, judged by our very own Worzel 
Gummidge and Aunt Sally, Aka Tony and Dot Lutkin.  
 
Codicote Village Day committee have also asked me to share the exciting news of a 
Photo Competition : 
 
Codicote Village Day committee would like to invite all keen photographers to capture 
 “Codicote at its Best“. 
 
Capture our beautiful Village in different seasons and tell us what it means to you.   
This competition is open to children, amateurs and professional photographers and 
photographs will be judged in separate categories. The categories will be: 
• Children – up to 16yrs 
• Amateur 
• Professional 
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The categories will be judged by an independent professional photographer and a prize 
will be given for each category. The winners’ photographs will be displayed in The Goat 
Public House.  
There maybe the possibility of a calendar - !!!!! 
 
This is free to enter. 
Ways you can submit your photo entry: 

1. Drop your picture into The Red House, High Street. 

2. Send it to c/o Photo Competition, Mansells Farm, Mansells Lane, Codicote. 

3. Send your digital file to our NEW email address : Codicotephoto2020@Gmail.Com . 
 

Please write or attach a sticker to the back of your photo with your name and contact 
details (telephone number and email address) and your age if under 16 yrs. We also 
need the location in Codicote Parish where the photo was taken and what the photo 
means to you. 
 
Winners will be announced shortly after the closing date of 28th August 2020.  
Max of 4 entries per person. 
  
Terms and conditions: 
- By entering the competition you give permission to the Village Day Committee to use 
the photo in any promotional material. 
- Photographs must be taken within the Codicote Parish - The location of the 
photograph needs to be on the reverse. 
- You must have the permission from anyone pictured and recognisable in the photo to 
use their image. 
- Edited photographs will be disqualified. 
- The Judge’s decision is final. 
- Photographs will automatically be entered into the calendar selection if this goes 
ahead. 
- After selection – successful photographers will be notified and ALL photographs will 
need collecting from a location to be decided.  
- Any photographs left after a set date will be destroyed. 
 
Whilst things are ever improving - we are not out the woods yet, so please all keep safe.  
 
 

Kind regards, 
Ian Moody  
ianinthevillage@gmail.com 

NHDC Councillor for Codicote. 

mailto:Codicotephoto2020@Gmail.Com
mailto:ianinthevillage@gmail.com
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News From Codicote School 

It has continued to be a year like no other at Codicote School!  
After several weeks of home school learning, we were delighted to 
hear that we would be able to start welcoming children back to 
school.  After undertaking endless risk assessments, planning and 
reorganising the classrooms, we were all excited to see our Nursery, Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 children return.  We were only able to have 15 children in each 
teaching group, so to enable the children to be in their own classroom with their 
teacher, we decided to have half of the children in for Monday and Tuesday – 
close to clean all the equipment on Wednesday – then have the other half of the 
children in on Thursday and Friday.  The school was split in half by houses so that 
families were in school on the same days. 

 

By following this system, as well as being able to continue home learning for all 
children, we were optimistic that we would be able to have everyone back 
before the end of term.  This way,  the children would be able to finish the year 
with their friends and teachers. As soon as the government announced that we 
could extend the number of children, more planning ensued to ensure the 
children had their own play areas, toilets and equipment and that we continued 
to have full time provision for key worker children.  The organisation for staffing 
each group was like a giant jigsaw and the information sheets for staff were the 
length of a novel! However, it was all worth it, and the joy of seeing all of the 
children back in school was indescribable!  

 

Aware that some children and staff were not able to be back due to shielding, 
and wanting everyone to still feel part of Codicote School, we started doing 
online whole school ‘hang outs’.  This works in the same way as any online 
meetings, and it meant that I could speak to all of the children and staff, whether 
they were at home or school, at the same time.    

 

Although many of the usual Year 6 events had to be cancelled, we were 
determined to make sure that Year 6 were able to celebrate their time at 
Codicote School.  They have been an exceptional group of children and we 
wanted them to enjoy their last days as pupils of the school. They had two days 
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on field visits round the area – including a trip to the river, and a day at Celtic 
Harmony Camp. To end the term, we held a family picnic, an outdoor Leavers’ 
Service – with Philip - and a Leavers’ Farewell – all of these were held on the 
field to enable social distancing.  

 

None of us would have wished to run the school in the way we have needed to 
since March, but as with everything, there have been many positives to take 
forward. We have all learnt new skills and been able to use technology in a way 
we never would have imagined. The teamwork with parents has been 
outstanding – they have done a fantastic job, and have been really committed 
to working in partnership. The children have shown great resourcefulness and 
resilience, as well as optimism, and positivity. As a staff team, we always enjoy 
working together harmoniously and enthusiastically – the way people shared 
their knowledge and skills was exceptional. Staff stepped up to take on any role 
needed, and really went the extra mile, delivering paper copies of work, 
resources and even food parcels  to children’s homes. Nothing was too much 
trouble for them, and those who were with me in school throughout, worked 
every hour they could, to keep the school running smoothly. 

 

Now we prepare for September. We anticipate that this will be another step 
closer to the way we would like it to be again.  Children and staff will be in 
school every day, they will be back as a whole class and we will be able to hold 
school assemblies – even though these will be broadcast from my office until 
we can have everyone back in the hall again!  We have always enjoyed ‘normal’ 
school life with all the events and activities which punctuate the year, and look 
forward to a time ahead when these are back on the calendar. 

 

Mrs Liz Pollard 

Headteacher, Codicote School  
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Now is the time to enjoy the great outdoors! 

Even though we still have restrictions in place 

due to Covid-19, all three courts are back in play! 

From 01 August Club Social tennis sessions will 

recommence on Wednesday from 7-10 pm and 

Sunday mornings from 11-1 pm. 

Not yet a member, no problem! 

Did you know about ‘Pay & play’? 

Court 3 is available for non-members to ‘pay and play’. To book please follow the link 

below: The cost is £6 per play for up to one hour.  

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/CodicoteTennisClub/Coaching/Camps 

Membership – special offer! 

There is still plenty of opportunity to play tennis 

this year. Take advantage of our Club half-price 

membership from 01 July to end of December this 

year. This is a great opportunity to grab a deal 

and try our facilities for yourself!  

We cater for all levels of play and have our own Club Coach available for private and 

group coaching. 

Codicote is on Social Media. Please check out our Facebook page, like and follow for the 

latest news on everything tennis in Codicote!  See you on court! 

For more information on any of the above and membership details please e-mail: 

codicotetennisclub@outlook.com  

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/CodicoteTennisClub/Coaching/Camps
mailto:codicotetennisclub@outlook.com
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HISTORICAL NOTES: A Runaway Horse 

 

We will here take a last look, for the present, at entries relating to transport 
from the Codicote diary of Thomas Bigg, of the Bull Inn in the village. 

 

On February 28 1833 we read “Was the sale of the widow Brown's Waggon & 
Horses etc.” A Mr Brown had earlier run a stage waggon from this area to 
London, so it may have been his widow’s effects which were being sold. 

 

In 1834 on July 15 “a Bedfordshire gardener of the name of Sutton was Run 
Over & hurt & his Cart which was loaded turned Over on the Road to Wellwyn 
in wch. Parish it happened & was taken to the sign of the Wellington.” The 
Wellington still survives as an inn there, of course. 

 

The same year on August 8 “Happened a most distressing accident, a man, his 
wife, & three children were returning from a visit in Bedfordshire in a low 4 
wheeled gig when the horse fell a kicking. The Rein broke and the horse Ran up 
the bank & threw them all out with such violence that nearly killed them.” 

 

Horses were known to run away without their masters but with their vehicles, 
as on November 24 1834 when “A Horse & Cart belonging to Mr Higgs Grocer 
Wellwyn [came] from Whitwell to this place without Mr Higgs & Ran against the 
George horse trough Broke his harness extricated himself.” 

 

Also that year, on December 21, there was a less dramatic, but no doubt 
commoner incident, “A Cart broke down in the high road but continued its 
course the same day after being repaired”. Fortunately there was at least one 
wheelwright in the village all through the century. 

 

Nicholas Maddex 
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Friends of Danesbury and  

The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital 

 
During the lockdown we have been continuing to support the staff at Danesbury and 

QVM by delivering cakes and fruit once a week. In addition, we received a request from 

the Holywell Neurological Rehabilitation Unit in North Watford. Each of their patients 

was ‘confined to quarters’ in their room and so they asked if we could provide DAB 

radios to allow patients to listen to the radio. Pictured below is Sue Fox, the Ward 

Manager, receiving the 16 radios. 

                                               

Now that shops are able to open once again, we have been drawing up plans for re-

opening our shop in Welwyn village. As you can imagine, there are many factors that 

have to be taken into account to meet the Government’s strict guidelines and, with this 

in mind, we have drawn up a detailed action plan and a risk assessment, which is 

available on our website. We plan to re-open the shop, possibly on a few days per 

week, at first, on Tuesday 18th August. 

Unfortunately, some of our older volunteers have decided not to continue working in 

the shop and so we are looking for a number of additional volunteers. If you are 

interested, do read more about us on our website (https://www.danesburyqvm.co.uk/ ) 

where you will also find our contact details. Do bear in mind that some of the work in 

our shop can be quite strenuous (lifting boxes of donated goods, etc.). 

We all look forward to being able to have a presence on Welwyn High Street once again 

and to be able to raise more funds to assist the hospitals that we serve.   

https://www.danesburyqvm.co.uk/

