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During the current coronavirus situation production of the 
magazine has had to be suspended.   

Sadly, a very large proportion of the content of the April 
magazine was promoting events which have now had to be 
cancelled. However, below is a digital version of a few of the 
articles from the April 2020 Magazine which might be of 
interest, although there will still be a few events publicised 
which will not take place. 

We hope it will not be too long before we can resume normal 
production of the magazine. 
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D ear Friends 
Do you dabble in Social Media…..Facebook, Instagram, Twitter…these are the 

ones I know of but there are so many more that I’m not familiar with. I use 

Facebook and I limit my ‘Friends’ to people I actually know as I can’t understand 

why someone who doesn’t know me would ask to be my ‘friend’ and want to 

know all about me...that’s weird, I think, don’t you! Of course, anyone who’s 

anyone nowadays, has social media accounts, even royalty, where they can share 

news and photos for their Followers.  

For celebrities to have ‘Followers’ is not a new thing… previous generations 

would have been a member of a ‘fan club’ that issued regular Newsletters; and 

weekly magazines would contain glossy pictures which fans would use to 

decorate their bedroom walls. Fans could write a letter to their idol and maybe 

receive a mass produced reply eventually, which they were thrilled with and 

would treasure! 

Social Media can be used for good - to share news, to promote local businesses 

or community events but sometimes thoughts shared can have hurt or discourage 

others – it’s not a new thing it’s just that with the internet it happens much faster 

and maybe after little thought. Be Kind! 

Later this month we will be remembering Easter – Palm Sunday, Good Friday 

and Easter Day. Palm Sunday is the day recorded in the Bible when crowds of 

Followers lined the streets waving palm branches as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on 

a donkey. They had heard of the wonderful things Jesus had been doing and the 

preaching and teaching, and they couldn’t contain themselves as they shouted 

“Hosanna, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”. So many 

Followers of Jesus, desperate to catch a glimpse of Him… and yet just a few days 

later the cry was “Crucify Him, Crucify Him” – what a turnaround! And yet as 

Jesus was dying on the cross his amazing prayer for them was “Father Forgive 

them for they don’t know what they do”. 

We all need Friends, true friends! It was Friends who took Jesus’s crucified body 

and laid him in a tomb; it was Friends who rushed to the tomb at dawn on Easter 

Day to anoint his body but found the tomb empty: and it was Friends who took 

Jesus’s message of love and forgiveness and shared it with the World. They knew 

Jesus to be their true Friend! As we celebrate Easter may we too know: What a 

Friend we have in Jesus! Will we choose to Follow Him? 

Every blessing, 
Sandie Bx 
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Codicote update  

 

The further planning hearings (also known as 

"Examination in Public" or "EIP") will continue 

through March.  These will cover the various aspects of the Local 

Plan that the Planning Inspector is still seeking clarity on. 

This is a further opportunity to stress to the Inspector that the 

North Herts Local Plan is unsound and, with the support of 

numerous generous villagers and our Parish Council, Save Rural 

Codicote have again engaged planning consultants and a legal 

team to help them. 

The EIP lasts for two weeks, starting Monday 16th  March. Two of 

the days are most relevant to Codicote, firstly the issue of the Green 

Belt (which affects everyone) and secondly the issue of "growth 

villages" (which affects us and four other villages). 

Save Rural Codicote will be represented by a barrister at the Green 

Belt hearings (alongside other villages in the "Save Our Green Belt" 

group) and  a planning consultant on the Growth Village day. 

I plan to attend on both days and will bring you a further update 

next month. 

NORTH HERTS NEWS 



April 2020                                                                            The Parish Magazine  

 

The Bell  

I have had and made some enquiries with regards to the future of 

The Bell Public House that ceased trading at the beginning of 

March. There’s lots of rumours flying around, but as it stands at the 

moment I don’t know anything. When I contacted the planning 

department towards the end of February, there had been no pre 

planning enquiries submitted.  

Hopefully I will be able to update you further next month.  

 

Nights out  

There are a few more tickets available for “an evening with Neil 

Razor Ruddock” being held at the John Clements on Saturday 25th 

April 2020.   Let me know if you would like tickets, they cost £45 

each and include a delicious 3 course dinner.  

Just leaves me to say – Happy Easter! 

Kind Regards  

Ian 

ianinthevillage@gmail.com  

Ian Moody, 

Ian.moody@north-herts.gov.uk  

NHDC Councillor for Codicote. 

mailto:ianinthevillage@gmail.com
mailto:Ian.moody@north-herts.gov.uk
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News From Codicote School 

Even with the half term, we have packed in a number of 

activities and events over the past month. The children have 

all been enjoying learning about a variety of topics and have 

all been working – and playing – hard! Around the school, 

classrooms have been transformed into Ancient Egyptian rooms, Africa 

and the Rainforest, whilst Reception have been off on a bear hunt.  

This year, we have taken part in a new initiative. Devised by the Schools’ 

Team, the 137 schools in the Diocese have all been focussing on ‘God in 

this Place’ as a theme over Lent. Assemblies have been devised for 

schools to use and adapt, based on the story of Jacob. As part of the 

project, all senior clergy in the church committed to visit schools across 

the area, and we were delighted to welcome Bishop Alan, the Bishop of 

St. Albans, to Codicote School. He and I led assembly together, based on 

the idea of journeys, and how to take the best path through life. He met 

our Chair of Governors – Debbie Williamson, and Philip – who he already 

knows well – to discuss education in general, as part of a family of 

schools, and specifically in relation to our school. Later, he toured the 

classes, and was really interested in seeing all of the displays and speaking 

to the children about their learning. It was an absolute pleasure for all of 

us to meet with him, and we felt very honoured by his visit. 

Another inspiring event, was the Hertfordshire Schools’ Gala 

Performance at the Royal Albert Hall. For months, the children have been 

learning a range of songs, on the theme of stars, and a specially 

commissioned piece, based on the life of St. Alban! On the afternoon of 

the 8th March, the children met us in London, ready for a rehearsal with all 

of the other schools and artists taking part. After a successful practice, we 

just had time for tea, before going back on stage for the evening 

performance; it was a wonderful experience! Everyone was amazed by the 

auditorium- it really is a beautiful place to perform in, and we enjoyed 

spotting the Royal box – where Harry and Meghan had been the previous 

evening! The sound of the schools singing together, accompanied by the 

Herts Youth Orchestra, in such an awe inspiring venue was something the 

children will remember for the rest of their lives.  
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Linked with Book Week, we also had a visit from an author, Lou 

Treleaven. She led a series of writing workshops with the children and 

read her books with them too. It was another inspiring day with everyone 

keen to go away and write their own stories. The book I am most looking 

forward to reading is being written by a child in Year 1, and is entitled, 

‘Before I became a tiger’. Watch this space! 

We are now preparing for the Dance Festival and Easter Service – 

Government announcements permitting … 

If you are a parent who is considering sending your child to our school, 

and would like to come to visit us, please contact us on: 01438 820255; 

we will be happy to arrange a mutually convenient time with you, to show 

you around. 

 

Mrs Liz Pollard 
Headteacher, Codicote School 
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Dear Codicote,  

 

All is continuing to grow and blossom at Codicote Pre-School 

despite the soggy weather! Our kiddies do not seem to have 

noticed the torrential rain or sporadic snow storm with great use 

being made of our new puddle suits! I think we will be bidding for 

staff sized ones next so we can enjoy the extremes as much as they 

do! As a side note, if anyone has any small wellies they would be 

happy to donate, it would be really handy to have a few spare pairs 

at Pre-School for those days that we do head outdoors!  

 

Coming up this term we have so much on the calendar. There is 

Mothers Day gift making, our annual Easter Egg Churchyard 

Hunt, Parent Consultations and so much more. We are really 

grateful to our amazing committee, now up to almost ten members 

which is fantastic for a charity run community setting (but we are 

always on the look out for new recruits so please get in touch if you 

have one evening a term to spare!) All these lovely fundraising 

activities are currently being saved up to help repair our storage 

shed roof! Not a very glamorous target, but an essential one 

especially after these last few months of rain and winds! So, any 

and all help, funds or ideas greatly appreciated regarding this.  

 

We have quite a few new recruits, both qualified staff and local 

helpers, joining our ranks to help ensure we have plenty of eyes, 

ears and cuddles on hand to provide the most nurturing 

environment possible for your little ones, whilst also increasing the 

ideas, opportunity and potential to gently encourage educational 

development into their mornings. We are now almost full for the 
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summer term and places are also filling up for September so if you 

want to get your little one (2-3yr old) down on our list, please get in 

touch asap - Admin@codicotepreschool.co.uk. 

 

With further education in mind (and school places being released 

imminently), we organised a staff field trip to Codicote Primary 

School for a little learning of our own. With lots of new faces on the 

Pre-School team we thought it was a nice opportunity to introduce 

everyone, show the staff where most of our children move up to so 

they can visualise and help prepare the little ones when they start 

asking questions and really encourage the sharing of knowledge 

between the two settings. It was a fabulous afternoon and so much 

was learnt and inspiration gathered. We really are grateful to the 

School for their support they have and are showing us and we 

hope that by strengthening our relationship between the two 

settings the benefit will be felt not only by the staff, but by the 

children through our wider pool of influence as we help pass over 

the best knowledge we have of your little ones as they move 

onwards in their learning journey.  

 

If you want to find out more about the setting, reserving a place for 

your little one or just find out how you might help, then please do 

get in touch - we would love to hear from you; 

info@codicotepreschool.co.uk 

 

Kind regards, 

Alice Barker - Committee Chair 

Codicotepscommittee@gmail.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CodicotePreSchool/ 

mailto:Admin@codicotepreschool.co.uk
mailto:info@codicotepreschool.co.uk
mailto:Codicotepscommittee@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CodicotePreSchool/
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CODICOTE WI 

For full information, contact Margaret Hood on (01438) 820534 

In February our talk was on The History of Broadwater, Stevenage, by 
Roy Falder. He can trace his family in Broadwater to 1780 when his Great
-Great-Grandfather was born. Broadwater was a hamlet, part of the parish 
of Shephall, on the fork of the Great North Road and Hertford Road where 
the Roebuck Inn still stands. 
 
He has written a book called 'The Falder's Stories of Broadwater' outlining 
his family history but also describing the places and the development of 
the area and the people who lived there over the centuries. 
 

 
The lunch club made it out to The Goat on 4th March. Our next outing will 
be The Swan in Wheathampstead on the 1st April. 
 
Visitors are always welcome, £3 on the door. 
Emily Griffiths 

 

Friends of St Giles 100 Club Draw 

 

The Winner of the February Draw was No 76  
 

For more information contact: 

Judith on 820245 or Janet 820465 for a form. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES: “Incontinence” and “Harbouring a Woman with Child” 

In the last two articles we considered Tudor and Stuart Codicote residents who were hauled 

in front of the archdeacon’s court for various crimes, as revealed by a catalogue to the 

court’s records at Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies. Here we look at some other 

offences. 

In the early Modern period the term “incontinence” didn’t have its current meaning, but 

referred to a variety of marital offences, including not living with one’s partner, living with 

someone other than one’s partner, or living together before marriage. Concern for these 

offences came not only from Protestant morals, but also from worries that any children born 

from such relationships might not have anyone with a clear responsibility, and the means, to 

pay for his or her upkeep, thus leading the parish and its ratepayers to fill the gap from their 

pockets. 

In a number of cases the Catalogue refers simply to “incontinence”, in connection with John 

Ballard in 1573: Robert Dickinson (beer brewer, referred to earlier in these articles) 1579; 

Thomas Goddesbury “churchwarden” 1569; Walter Gray, gentleman, and his wife; William 

Hayward 1579; George and Sara Humberstone 1611; William Kympton 1602; Thomas 

Martin 1601 and Mary Martin 1602; Walter Peacock 1601, Alice Stafford 1579, Thomas 

Wilshire 1593, and the churchwardens in 1600. In some of these cases, particularly the last-

named, the named person may have been a witness, rather than the accused. 

Thomas Welles is mentioned in 1589 in connection with the offence of “not cohabitating 

with husband”, presumably as the offended party. 

“Clandestine marriage” is the offence in connection with: John Hawkins 1608 and 1690; 

George Waby or Wabley 1690 and 1608; and Elizabeth Wabley 1608 and 1690. The 

Walbys lived in the parish for several centuries, and returned here in the 19th century. 

A number of people were cited in 1579 with “harbouring a woman with child”, namely 

Edward Ashton, Thomas Bigg, Laurence Ebbes, Thomas Field, Abraham Haward, William 

Hayward and his wife, John Rolfe and George Rolfe, Richard Smythe, Alice Stafford, 

Thomas Thomson and Richard Wynter 1579, while the churchwardens were so accused in 

1599. Perhaps the leading parishioners were felt responsible for this offence in relation with 

a, presumably, unmarried woman. 

Unspecified “matrimonial” offences are referred to in the catalogue in connection with 

Margaret Chambers 1596, John Chamber 1596, Alice Gaseley no date given, William 

Hawkes of Hatfield, labourer 1596, Hugh Ryland no date given, and the churchwardens in 

1597. 

It would be lovely to know more about these stories if there is anyone out there with a 

knowledge of Latin and the time to translate some of these records.         Nicholas Maddex 
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Friends of Danesbury and  

The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital 
 
 
 
It is far too easy for the work done by the volunteers and staff in our shop in Welwyn to 
be taken for granted, just one of those things that happens seamlessly and which does not 
really get the accolades that it deserves. Nonetheless, it is one of the most important 
stages in the life-cycle of fund-raising and giving that constitutes the work of the Charity. 
 
Our ability to support neurological rehabilitation across the county is also made possible 
by other fund-raising events. Pictured below are (left to right): Roger Simons, Julia 
Gearhart, Simon Whitworth (Trustee and Treasurer of the Charity) and Lorna Tappin. 
Roger was a patient of the Stroke Early Supported Discharge Team (ESD) In the QVM 
Hospital. The ESD team helps patients who have had strokes to transition quickly and 
safely home from hospital. The team then promotes each patient's recovery, with six 
weeks of intensive rehabilitation services in the patient's home, which may include 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, psychology, social work services, 
and more. Julia and Lorna are two of the ESD staff who were responsible for Roger’s 
rehabilitation. 
 
Roger, who is a member of Royston Town 
Band, organised a fundraising concert, which 
raised money that will be used to purchase 
iPads, which can be lent out to ESD patients. 
The patients can then use apps to guide them 
through exercises or language activities, to 
get extra practice. The ESD team also will be 
able to use the tablets for teaching, using 
various wellness apps, or an app with a 
rotatable 3D brain diagram.  
 
Do pop into our shop in Welwyn High Street and have a look at what we have to offer. 
We rely on donations as, unlike some of the larger charity shops, we do not buy in items. 
We have recently also started selling on eBay’s charity site (see the link below): 
 https://www.charity.ebay.co.uk/charity/FRIENDS-OF-DANESBURY-AND-QUEEN-
VICTORIA-MEMORIAL-HOSPITAL/3150501 
You can also visit us on both Facebook and Instagram. 
Do help us maintain this rewarding and productive fund-raising → giving cycle.  
 
 
Friends of Danesbury and Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital        01438 840514  
Danesbury Neurological Centre, School Lane, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 9SB   

 

Email: friends@danesburyqvm.co.uk         www.danesburyqvm.co.uk 
 

Find us on Facebook at Danesbury Shop Welwyn. 

 

https://www.charity.ebay.co.uk/charity/FRIENDS-OF-DANESBURY-AND-QUEEN-VICTORIA-MEMORIAL-HOSPITAL/3150501
https://www.charity.ebay.co.uk/charity/FRIENDS-OF-DANESBURY-AND-QUEEN-VICTORIA-MEMORIAL-HOSPITAL/3150501
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Mudlarks, Community Award 2019 

CPRE Hertfordshire 

Awards 2020  

We want to recognise those who work so hard to protect, promote and 

enhance towns or villages and/or the surrounding countryside to make 

them better places to live, work, go to school or enjoy for today and 

tomorrow and to celebrate their efforts.  For example; charities, informal 

groups, events, businesses and individuals of all ages. 

“It is great to see individuals and groups receiving recognition for their 

work and contribution to the community” Cllr Jeff Jones.                                                                                                             

There is a lot happening across Hertfordshire and we would love you to 

nominate, or to spread the word by telling others about the awards.  We 

are happy to receive self-nominations.  

For more information contact gill@cpreherts.org.uk 

To make a nomination just download a form from our website 
www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards and return it to us. 

Closing date:  31 May 2020 

mailto:gill@cpreherts.org.uk
http://www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards

