
This week’s reflections are offered by the Rev’d Dominic Holroyd-Thomas, Curate in the Welwyn 

Team. Over the next six days, Dominic will be exploring the life and writings of Julian of Norwich. 

 

Monday 

 

"For God is everything that is good, as I see; and God has made everything that is made, and God 

loves everything that he has made." – Mother Julian  

 

Who was Julian? 

 

Little is known about the person of Julian (in fact we do not even know her ‘real’ name) albeit from a 

few basic facts which can be gleaned almost entirely from her book Revelations of Divine Love. She is 

thought to be the first woman to write a book in English which has survived. We do, however, know 

that she lived – unsurprisingly – in Norwich in the 14th century: a busy town which had its fair share 

of problems, which is perhaps to be expected in this period of history. Julian was a recluse, living in a 

cell next to St Julian’s Church and was frequently visited by people yearning for her wisdom and 

insight.  

 

Julian’s book, Revelations, is based on a series of visions she had in May 1373; we know at this time 

she was 30 years old. It is thought that Julian was unwell, and those near to her expected her death 

to be imminent, so a priest was sent for to administer the Last Rites. But it was when her parish 

priest held up a crucifix to her face that all her pain ceased: "and at this moment all my suffering 

suddenly left me, and I was completely well…” The crucifix held before her eyes then began to 

change: she saw red blood trickling down from under the crown of thorns. Christ was bleeding in 

front of her, and it is Jesus’ crucifixion which informs her understanding of God, through which she is 

able to perfectly see God’s love for us. 

 

Revelations of Divine Love comes to us in two versions: the first (the short text) written shortly after 

the revelation given to Julian, and the second (the long text) written twenty years later.  The long 

text is greatly expanded to include her meditations on what she had been shown. Over these next 

few days we will be thinking of the importance of Julian’s insight into God for the world today and 

some of the contextual issues her text highlights.  
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