
Welwyn Team Ministry – Reflections for Easter Week – The Resurrection Appearances 

Monday – John 20:14-18 

14 When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 

it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him 

in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I 

have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The gospels vary slightly in their recording of who went to the tomb on that first Easter morning. But 

there are two factors in common. That they were women (with the exception of Peter and the 

Beloved Disciple in John, who see only the empty tomb) and that Mary Magdalene was amongst 

them. 

Much ink has been spilt over the person of Mary Magdalene. Notoriously in 591 Gregory the Great 

erroneously identified her with the ‘sinful woman’ of Luke 7:36f. It was indeed true that the Galilean 

town of Magdala had a ‘dodgy’ reputation, and that in the next verses Luke introduces Mary as one 

‘from whom seven demons had gone out.’ Speculation was fuelled by the discovery in 1896 of 

partial texts of a lost Coptic ‘Gospel of Mary’, dating from the mid second century in which Peter is 

incensed by Jesus supposedly saying that he valued Mary above his other disciples. Incidentally no 

ancient text ever suggests that Mary was a lover or wife of Jesus.  

However, the gospels only ever introduce her briefly as a companion of Jesus in Luke 8, prior to her 

appearance at the crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Jesus. We need no further back story. She is 

a woman healed, she is a follower of Jesus all the way to death and burial, she is the first witness of 

the resurrection. That is enough for her to be remembered throughout history. We all have back 

stories, questionable or glorious pasts, questions about identity. On Easter day we remember that 

these ultimately do not matter, for we are called by name, ‘in Christ we are all a new creation.’ (2 

Cor 5:!7) 

‘Do not touch me’ – Titian  

 


