
Welwyn Team Ministry – Reflections for Easter Week – The Resurrection Appearances 

Friday – The miraculous catch of fish – John 21:1-14 

An extract from the text: 

 He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, 

and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus 

loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 

clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, 

dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said 

to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 

the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, 

the net was not torn. 

This text is so rich it is difficult to know where to start. For one thing it probably proves that readers 

of John were expected to be familiar with the other gospels – otherwise the disciples going back to 

fishing makes no sense, and furthermore the similarities with Luke 5 are striking. Then there is the 

idea of ‘revelation’, of truly knowing who Jesus is, that lies at the heart of John’s gospel. The 

symbolic contrast between fishing by night (catching nothing) and fishing my day (with nets 

bursting). The contrast (made much of in early Christianity) between the ‘contemplative’ beloved 

disciple who sees, and the ‘active’ Simon Peter who leaps from the boat and swims ashore. The 

puzzle of 153 (a triangular number, and perhaps an encoded reference to Hebrew place names). 

Another lakeside miracle involving fish and bread. Peter again before a charcoal fire – the last time 

he was in the courtyard denying Christ, so this sets the scene for his rehabilitation in the next verses.  

But to pick on one allusion I would encourage you to look at Ezekiel 47. Here we are told that the 

river running from the Temple (a reference picked up in Revelation) is extraordinarily abundant in 

fish stocks. We might think that the resurrected life is about something rather ghostly and 

ephemeral – the spirit world. But as alluded to in earlier reflections, C S Lewis reminds us that in the 

bible this is not the case. The new heaven and new earth are far more substantial - put your foot on 

heavenly grass and the grass will cut through the flesh.  

We hear much of the abilities of the ‘virtual’ world during the Coronavirus lockdown, and indeed 

technologically it is astonishing and really useful. But we should not retreat into it permanently. God 

calls us to a world that is even more ‘real’ than the present one.  

 


